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Statistics Office, Four Courts, Dublin, 
28 th July, 1866. 



My Lord, 

I have the honour to transmit, for the information of His Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, the Judicial and Criminal Statistics of Ireland for the year 1865, being 
the third year for which the Statistics have been collected and compiled. 

In accordance with the expectations held out last year, all the preliminary difficulties 
in completing the Police Statistics have been overcome, and they are now in entire 
accordance with the corresponding Statistics for England and Wales. 

The Coroners’ returns are more complete than in either 1863 or 1864, and arrangements 
have been made for having the Coroners supplied with forms for recording, as each 
inquest is held, the necessary details. 

The statistics of the Juror Sessions have been again collected, but some of the local 
officers have omitted to make the necessary returns. 

Further improvements have been introduced in the Prison Statistics, and the tables 
for 1865 have (except one table as to Bridewells) been made up from original returns 
transmitted to this Office, instead of being, as in former years, compiled from information 
collected in the Office of the Inspectors-General of Prisons. This important change has 
enabled the tables to be constructed so as to compare, as closely as circumstances would 
admit of, with the corresponding Statistics for England and Wales. 

Difficulties have been again experienced in collecting the Statistics of Lunatics and 
Insane Persons confined as criminals in asylums. Now that the earlier tables have been 
all settled, the cause of these difficulties will be made the subject of special inquiry 
before the forms for 1866 are issued, so as to bring this branch of the statistics up to the 
same degree of completeness as the other tables in the first part. 

The tables of Statistics as to proceedings in the Courts of Chairmen of Counties and 
Recorders used for 1863 and 1864, having been found too elaborate to secure adequate 
returns, they have been much simplified, and the Statistics of these Courts, so far as 
obtained for 1865, are in a more complete and compact form. 

Advantage was taken of the passing of the Civil Bill Courts Procedure Amendment 
Act (Ireland), 1864, to recast the Table of Civil Bill Executions ; and although returns 
have not been made by some of the Sub-Sheriffs, the information so far as obtained is 
much more satisfactory. 

Some new tables have been added as to the Landed Estates Court, giving an account 
of portions of the business of that Court not previously returned, in forms similar to 
those used for the corresponding branches of the business of the Court of Chancery. 

The officers of the High Court of Admiralty in Ireland have again made default in 
making returns. 
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A new table has been introduced, to show the proceedings of the Ecclesiastical Courts 
for part of the year 1865, under the new constitution and practice established by the 
Ecclesiastical Courts and Registries (Ireland) Act, 1864. 

The tables showing the business transacted by the Official Assignees in Bankruptcy 
and Insolvency, which were wanting in the volume for last year, have been compiled 
in this Office, for the year 1865, from the returns made by the Official Assignees, but 
not published by Parliament. 

From all these circumstances it appears that the present volume is more complete 
than either of the preceding ones ; and I have to represent to His Excellency the 
continued promptness with which the various officers have, with few exceptions, made 
the required returns, and the readiness with which explanations and answers to queries 
have been supplied. 



I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your obedient servant, 

W. Neilson Hancock. 



The Right Hon. Lord Naas, m.p., 

Chief Secretary for Ireland. 
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JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
PART I. 



IRELAND. 

POLICE-CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS-PRISONS. 



RETURNS FOR THE TEAR 1865. 

Compiled by Order of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

COMPRISING — 

1. Constabulary and Police. — Statements of the Police Establishments and Expenses; 

of the Criminal Classes known to the Police ; and of the Number of Offences 
committed and Offenders apprehended : also, Statements of the Number of Inquests 
held by Coroners. 

2. Criminal Proceedings. — Costs of Criminal Prosecutions ; Criminal Proceedings at 

Assizes, Dublin Commission Court, and Quarter Sessions ; Proceedings at Petty 
Sessions, Quarter Sessions, Court for consideration of Crown Cases reserved, and 
Juror Sessions. 

3. Prisons. — State of Bridewells, the County and County of City and Town Prisons, Number 

of Prisoners, Establishments, and Expenses, with Returns of Convict Prisons, 
Reformatory Schools, and of Criminal Lunatics in Gaols and Asylums. 
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INTRODUCTORY AND EXPLANATORY REPORT. 



CONSTABULARY AND POLICE. CMnwnun 

The Police Establishments in Ireland are of three kinds : the Constabulary of Ireland, 
the Dublin Metropolitan Police, and the Local Force in Towns* 

Of these forces, the Constabulary of Ireland extends to towns as well as to counties, 
and so coi’responds to the whole County Police and part of the Borough Police Force in 
England and Wales, and the Police Force in her Majesty’s dockyards ; the Dublin 
Metropolitan Police corresponds to the London Metropolitan Police ; and the Local Force 
in Towns corresponds to the remaining part of the Borough Police Force in England 
and Wales. 



The total Police Force, as shown by the returns, is as follows : — Total Establish- 



— 






— 


Decrease. 


Constabulary of Ireland. 
Inspector-General and Superior Officers, 
County Inspectors, .... 
Sub-Inspeotors, .... 

Head-Constables, .... 
Constables, . 

Acting-Constables, .... 
Sub-Constables, .... 




5 

ZB 

268 

350 

1,897 

430 

8,664 


5 

35 

268 

350 

1,890 

419 

9,179 


11 


BIS 




11,649 


12,146 


- 


497 


Dublin Metropolitan Police. 
Superintendents, .... 

Sergeants, ..... 
Constables, 




7 

26 

118 

936 


2 

7 

26 

114 

929 


7 


: 




1,089 


1,078 


11 


- 


Local Force. 

Superintendents, . 

Inspectors, . 

Head-Constables or Sergeants, 

Constables, 

High-Constables, . . . • 

Mayors’ Constables, 

Town Sergeants, . - • • 

Inspectors of Huisances and Officers of Health, 
Watchmen, .... 

Fire Brigade, . 

Detectives 




15 
19 

5 

202 

16 
32 
87 
80 

132 


16 

6 

180 

3 

20 

| 79 

128 
147 
2 


8 

3 

22 

40 


2 

48 

15 

2 




589 


588 


1 


- 


Grand Total, . 


13,327 


13,812 




485 



There has been a considerable reduction in the establishment of the Constabulary of 
Ireland in 1865 as compared with 1864, from 12,146 to 11,649, or of 497, being upwards 
of 4 per cent. 

In the Dublin Metropolitan Police and in the Local Force there has been no sub- 
stantial change in numbers. 

The Local Police in Ireland and the Constabulary bear very different proportions 
to the County and Borough Police in England and Wales, as appears from the following 
summary : — 

• Some account of the origin of these forces is given in the Judicial Statistics for Ireland, 1863. 
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CONSTABULARY 

and Police. 



Constabulary, . 
Metropolitan Police, 
Local Police in Town 




England and Wales, 

County Constabulary and Dockyards' Police, 
Metropolitan and City of London Police, 

Borough Police, .... 



Number. Proportion pc-r 

11,049 87-41 

1,089 8-17 

589 4-42 

13,327 100- 



Number. Proportion per 

9,060 39-65 

7,331 3208 

6,458 28-27 

22,849 100- 



In order to understand the difference it should be borne in mind that in Ireland the 
chief towns which are, with one or two exceptions, counties of cities or of towns, and as 
such have the local tax called county cess, were included in the original Barony Police 
Force, and are now included in the Irish Constabulary. The only towns which had, up 
to 1865, a purely local force of any extent were Belfast and Londonderry, and these are 
the only two towns of the same size in Ireland which are not counties of cities or of 
towns ; and in consequence of the Belfast riots in 1864, and the report of the Commis- 
sioners to inquire into them, the Local Police Force in Belfast has been abolished, and 
will not appear in future years, and a new force in connexion with the Constabulary of 
Ireland substituted, the Borough of Belfast, however, paying a higher contribution out 
of the local taxes than other parts of Ireland. 

In instituting a comparison between the Police Forces of Ireland and of England and 
Wales, the Irish Constabulary and Local Force may be compared with the English Police 



Coat of Establish- 
ments (Tables 1,2, 

3, pp. 49-53). 



in Counties, Boroughs, and Dockyards ; and the Dublin Metropolitan Police may be com- 
pared with the London Metropolitan Police and the City of London Police added together. 

The Police Force in 1865 gives for all Ireland the proportion of 1 to every 435 of the 
population in 1861. 

In the Dublin Metropolitan Police district the Police Force is 1,089, which, with 45* 
Local Force added, makes 1,134 in a population of 335,449, as returned by the 
Metropolitan Police Commissioners, or 1 to every 296. 

The proportion of Police to population in the London district is 1 to 440 ; in the rest 
of England and Wales (exclusive of . London district), 1 to 1,085 ; and in all England 
and Wales, including London district, 1 to 878. 



The total cost of the Police Establishments in Ireland, as returned in 1865 and 1864, 
is as follows : — 



Cost op Pol.ce Establishments. 


1865. 






D ssr 


Constabulary of Ireland. 

Head Office, 

Receiver’s Office, ..... 
Establishments in Counties, and Counties 
of Cities or of Towns, including Depot, 


£ s. d. 

13,788 19 10 
2,746 11 5 

649,548 11 10 


£ s. d, 

13,539 12 4 
3,036 4 2 

657,555 19 6 


£ s. d. 
249 7 6 


£ s. d. 
289 12 9 
8,007 7 8 


Total, 


666,084 3 1 


674,131 16 0 


- 


8,047 12 11 


Dublin Metropolitan Polios. 

Office of Commissioners, 

Establishment (exclusive of Police em- 
ployed at Police Courts), . 


6,430 12 1 
76,578 0 8 


6,633 6 6 
72,193 13 10 


4,384 6 10 


202 14 4 


Total, 


! 83,008 12 9 


78,827 0 3 


4,181 12 6 


- 


Local Force. 

Total Cost, ...... 


17,594 3 4 


17,346 2 5 


248 0 11 


- 


Grand Total, 


766,686 19 2 


770,304 18 8 


- 


3,617 19 6 



This table indicates a reduction in the cost of the Police Force of £3,617 19s. 6d. 



* Not including four Inspectors of Nuisances in Blaobrock, Dalkey, and Pembroke Townships, costing £97 in 
the year. 
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The proportion of Police to population, and the proportion in which the cost of the Constabulary 
Police is divided between the local and general taxes, are shown in the following table : — as p Poli ce. 













Fropo 




Proportion of 

Expense of Police 




Population of 


Total 


portion of 




Local Tares 


L Genera! Tam 


and General 








1 




A meant. 


j|j ..... 


Pi 


Dublin Metropolitan Police, . 

Dublin Metropolitan District— Total, 


: 




7^_ 


03.008 13 0 
85,770 2 11 


311.494 % 10 


£ «. d. 

^44 46,514 3 11 


Hr 


Local Foreo (except Dublin Local Police). 
Tbo rest of Ireland— Total, 


3.163.518 


777^ 


1 to 448 


666,084 ^3 1 
660,916 16 3 




lllii 6S4 ' — - ' 


98 


Total, all Ireland, . 


5,790,967 




>•<■ 


766,686 19 2 




9 -00,739 11 4 


,, 


The corresponding statistics for England and Wales, in 


1864, are t 


is follows : — 


Proportion of 












Propa 


rtion of Contrlbntlon. 


paid from Local 


PnoruaitoN or Policc to PorvLA-noN, 


refutation.. 


Tobd 


portion of 




From Lueal Ta 


xea. | From Geoeral T 


in England and 
Wales. 


Local and an.vn.AL Tanm. 






tallX'; 






11 ■ ■ 


|| 


• : 


3, 011,2:« 


7,131 


— L— I 


“iiiiiio'l 8 4 


384,n9 4 0 1 
304101 8 4 


! £ i. d. 1 

^73 143,1211 19 8 
75 ; 143,128 19 8 I 


27 


County Constabulary, .... 
Her Majesty's Dockyards’ Police, . 

The rest of England and Wales— Total, 


16,844,9119 


6,333 

'723 




638,703 0 4 
435.2m 11 ^ 


861,487 16 0 I 


80 i 126,271 16 6 | 
60 ! 116,163 19 7 
- t 48.239 14 11 | 
70 260,675 11 0 


SSg 1 51 


Total, England and Wales, . 


20,066,224 




uotunj 


1,700,212 19 0 


'•*“ 5 * ■! “ 



It appears from a comparison of these tables that there is a marked difference in the 
number and division of cost of the Irish and English Police. 

The proportion of Police to population in Ireland, 1 to 435 in all Ireland, 1 to 296 
in the Dublin Metropolitan Police District, and 1 to 448 in the rest of Ireland, are much 
larger than 1 to 878, the proportion in all England and Wales, 1 to 440 in the London 
District, and 1 to 1,085 in the rest of England and Wales. 

There is an entirely different rale established as to the proportion in which the costs 
of the Police are paid from the local and general taxes in the two countries. This 
different rule has arisen in part from the more centralized government of the Irish 
Constabulary, in part from its semi-military character, and in part from special arrange- 
ments made for compensating the landed interest in Ireland on the repeal of the Com 
Laws in 1846. 

In connexion with the continuance of this division of contribution the numerous not- 
strictly-police duties of the Irish Constabulaiy, stated by Sir Henry Brownrigg, late 
Inspector-General, in his note to the Judicial Statistics of 1863, are worthy of notice- 
viz. the discharging the duties of the late Revenue Police ; the taking of the Agricultural 
Statistics annually, and the Census decennially; the serving and collecting notices and 
polling papers for the election of poor law guardians ; the escorting convicts and 
prisoners ; the executing of Loan Fund warrants; the supervision of convicts on ticket-of- 
leave ; and the acting as inspectors of weights and measures. 

* Vide Note, p. 8, supra. 
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CONSTABULARY 

ABB Police. 

Humber and cost 
of Irish Police 

English proportion 
of Police. 



The following table shows the excess in number and in cost of the Irish Police beyond 
the English proportion of Police to population : — 



Number of Irish Ponce » 
Excess op Enclish Proportion, 


liip 


Actual l 


rumbanuid Cost of 


SJa 


id fort *.f Irish Police 
'! Klljdisll (jruportion 




| Namier. 


Cast. 


Number. 


Cost. 


Number. 


Cost 


Dublin Metropolitan Police, . 


763 


£ 8. d. 

57,709 S 10 


1,134 


£ s. d. 
83,770 2 11 


371 


£ t. <L 
28,060 14 1 


Rest of Ireland, 


6,037 


281,298 16 4 


12,193 


680,916 16 3 


7,156 


399,617 19 11 


Total, 


6,800 


339,008 5 2 


13,327 


766,086 19 2 


7,527 j 


427,678 14 0 



It appears from this table that the 13,327 Police in Ireland are 7,527 in excess of 
5,800, the number in the same proportion to population as in England and Wales in 
1804. It also appears that the entire cost of the Irish Police, £766,686 19s. 2 d., is 
£427,678 14s. in excess of £339,008 5s. 2 cl., the sum which the Police would cost if the 
force were in the same proportion to population as in England and Wales in 1864. 



Extent of relief The following table sliows the extent to which the local taxation in Ireland is relieved 

to local taxation , , T . . 

in Ireland from by the Irish rate of contribution, with regard to the part of the Police that is in the 
ment SrVoUce^" same proportion to population as in England and Wales : — 



Relief of Local Taxation ix 
Ireland from Irish Rate 
of Contribution. 




alter, ^Contribution 


Actual Charge to 
Local Rates in 




| Number. 


Cost 


Cost. 


Cost. 


Dublin Metropolitan Police, . 
Rest of Ireland, 

Total, 


703 

5,037 


£ ». d. 

57,709 8 10 
281,298 16 4 


£ j. rf. 
43,282 1 10 
219,412 17 3 j 


£ ». d. 

37,870 17 3 
30,201 IS 0 


• 5,411 19 0 
189,210 19 3 


5,800 


339, 60S 5 2 


262,694 19 1 1 


68,072 15 3 


194,622 18 3- 



It appeal's from these tables that the entire cost of the 7,527 Police in Ireland, 
which are in excess of the English proportion of Police to population, amounting to 
£427,678 14s., is paid for out of the general taxes. It further appears that if the 
contribution from the local taxes for a force in a similar proportion to population were 
in the same proportions for the Metropolis and the rest of the country respectively in 
Ireland as in England the amount of local contribution would be £262,694 19s. id. 
instead of £68,072 15s. 3d., showing that the actual relief which Ireland obtains from 
the general taxes from the Irish rule of contribution for this part of tbe force is 
£194,622 18s. 3d. per annum. 



Criminal classes The number of criminal classes is shown by the fourth of the Constabulary and Police 
51-58). ’ PP Tables, arranged under the same heads as the corresponding English returns. The 
information was collected on the same plan as in England and Wales for 1864, and the 
14th of September was taken as tbe night of observation for vagrants and tramps. 

In consequence of the difference in the Poor Law and in the law as to Industrial 
Schools in both countries, the vagrants and tramps are kept distinct from the other 
criminal classes in the following comparative table : — 
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The preceding table exhibits a decrease in the criminal classes other than vagrants 
and tramps, as compared with 1864 ; but I have again to notice the increase in the 
number of juvenile delinquents, especially amongst vagrants and tramps, and also a 
very large increase in the number of those above 16 years of age. 



The following table shows the total number of criminal classes in Ireland for the year OritniMUIaMes 
1865, compared with the corresponding classes in England and Wales for 1S64. corresponding 

classes in England 





'-5S- 


England and Wales. 


n Irish ] 


and \V 






Total. 


■ 

Ireland. 


an f';u.,l 

Kfii 

soil Wole* 


and Wale* 


Known thieves and depredators — 
Under 16 years of age, ■ 

16 years and above, ■ 
Receivers of stolon goods — 

Under 16 years of age, . • 

16 years and above, . 
Prostitutes— 

Under IS years of age, • 

16 years and above, . 
Suspected persons — 

Under 16 years of age, 

16 years and above, • 


417 

2,507 

59 

1,233 

37 

3,420 

343 

3,203 


3,720 

19,578 

52 

3,136 

1,292 

26,802 

3,676 

26,561 


1,005 

VS1 

14 

847 

349 

7,244 

994 

7,179 


406 


588 

2,784 

312 

3,824 

451 

3,071 


Total under 16 years of age, 
„ 16 years and above, • 


1,056 

10,388 


8,740 

76,077 


2,363 

20,561 


- 


1,306 

10,173 


Total of all- ages (except Vagrants and Tramps), . 


11,444 


84,817 


22,923 


" 


11,479 


Vagrants and tramps — 

Under 1G years of ago, • 

16 years and above, . . - • • 


3,475 

8,684 


6,700 

25,226 


1,812 

6,818 


1,663 

1,866 


: 



This table exhibits a very satisfactory result, that although the number of police in 
Ireland is double the number in a corresponding portion of the population of England 
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CoMTiBcuBsr and Wales, tlie number of criminal classes, other than vagrants and tramps, known to 
an d Polli es. ,-^g p 0 ii ee ^ i ess than one-lialf, being 11,444 as compared with 22,923 in a corresponding 
Criminal classes, portion of the population in England and Wales in 1 864. 

In vagrants and tramps under 16 years of age the proportion is reversed, being 3,475, 
or nearly double 1812, the number in a corresponding portion of the population in 
England and Wales in 1864. In connexion with this subject the total absence of 
Industrial Schools in Ireland should be borne in mind, whilst there were in certified 
Industrial Schools in England and Wales at the end of the year 1864, no less than 1,409, 
or 3S1 in a portion of the population of Eugland and Wales corresponding to Ireland. 

During the past Session the law as to Industrial Schools has been consolidated for 
England and Wales by statute 29 & 30 Vic., c. 118; but this valuable code 
of laws, commencing in the year 1854 by statute 17 & 18 Viet., c. 86, and amended 
by successive enactments, after 10 years’ experience, has not yet been extended to 
Ireland. The continuous increase in the number of juvenile delinquents, which I 
have had to notice for three years, would appear to indicate the necessity of this 
extension to Ireland. The actual number in Industrial Schools in Eugland and 
Wales does not account for the whole excess of juvenile delinquents, for if 381, the 
proportion already referred to, be deducted from 1,663 it still leaves 1,282 to be 
accounted for. The more favourable state of affairs in this respect in England and 
Wales is partly to be ascribed to the indirect effect of the Industrial Schools Acts 
(in operation for 10 years) in reducing the number of juvenile delinquents not actually 
m the schools. The rest of the excess in this class must aiise to a large extent from 
the same causes that produce the excess in Ireland of vagrants and tramps above 1 6 
years of age. As one of these causes, it is impossible to overlook the very marked 
difference in the laws which regulate the relief of the poor in Ireland and in England and 
Wales. The Irish law being much more stringent than the English law with regard to 
women and children, the effect is shown by the relative numbers relieved in Ireland and 
in England and Wales. 

The excess of vagrants and tramps of all ages in Ireland, amounting to 1,203, is very 
small when the difference between the proportion of the poor in receipt of Poor Law 
Relief in Ireland and in England and Wales is taken into consideration. The average 
daily number in receipt of relief in 1865-66, was 52,121 in Workhouses, and 10,040 out- 
door, or 62,161 in all, being 212,157 less than 274,318, the number in receipt of relief 
in 1864 in a portion of the population of England and Wales equal to that of Ireland.* 
Honaes of bad The houses of bad character, as ascertained by the police, in 1S65 and 1864 are com- 
c mracter. pared in the following table : — 





1865. 


1864. 




D ?8m! 8 ’ 


Houses of receivers of stolen goods, 










Houses, the resort of thieves and prostitutes, 
Brothels and houses of ill-fame, .... 


1,221 

569 


1,394 

633 


I 


173 

64 


Total (except Tramps’ lodging-houses), . 


2,771 


3,012 


• - 


241 


Tramps’ lodging-houses, 


3,778 


3,627 


151 


" 



This table exhibits a progressive decrease in the number of houses of bad character, 
except tramps’ lodging-houses ; but the increase in the number of tramps’ lodging- 
houses is what might be expected from the larger number of vagrants and tramps 
already referred to. 



! w h l!‘ ea ' n ° f -, P A!‘Fn r -? c , of aU cla6a « s (including children) at one time in receipt of relief in England 

S™ ™-— wn -a 881,217 outdo,*. Tb. w»rkW«, .oliSf 1. 

lRfiA S of’t ! b ° 5 - t e ” n ,^ er tb ® corres P ondin g portion of the population in England and Wales in 



1864, and the out-door is 228,126 less. 
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The following table gives the result of a comparison of the number of b 
character in Ireland in 1865 with those in England and Wales in 1864. 



Houses ov Bad 


Iceland, 


1 England a; 


SID W'ales, 


Irish Houses 
of Bad 

Cli junctor in j 


Irish Hmscs 
1865 lets than 
and^jVaies 

in 18W. 




.Js. 




981 


2,393 


047 


334 


_ 




1,221 


6,370 








Brothels and houses of ill-fame, .... 


509 


7,093 




- 




Total (except Tramps’ lodging-houses), 


| 2,771 | 15,855 


4,286 


- 


1,515 


Tramps’ lodging-houses, 


| 3,778 | 5,879 


| 1,589 


2,189 


- 



Houses of bad 
character com- 
pared with those 



In this table the houses of bad character (except tramps’ lodging-houses) in Ireland 
appear to be much fewer than in England and Wales, the houses of ill-fame and brothels 
being 569 as compared with 1,917 in a corresponding portion of the population in 
England and Wales in 1864. The excess in tramps’ lodging-houses is connected with 
the increase already noticed with respect to vagrants and tramps. 

The following summary gives a comparison of the propoi’tions of the criminal classes 
to population on the same plan as in the statistics for 1864 : — 



Dublin Metropolitan Police district, . . . . 2,889 

Counties of Antrim (including towns of Belfast and Cnrrichfergus), 

Armagh, Down (linen trade and agriculture), . . . 2,368 

Provinces of Munster and Connaught (agriculture), . . . 9,617 

Ireland, . .......... 23,603 



i (incliuliiur Prwtitutes). 
or 1 in 11C 



or 1 in 367 
or 1 in 256 
or 1 in 246 



1,113 or 1 in 301 

710 or 1 in 1,222 
805 or 1 in 3,028 
3,457 or 1 in 1,677 



To judge whether these proportions ]are satisfactory or not, I add the corresponding 
proportions for England and Wales : — 






The Metropolis, 
Pleasure towns, 
Commercial ports, 



1 in 566 
1 in 231 
1 in 220 
1 in 537 
1 in 2,036 
1 in 714 



In order to ascertain the entire number of the criminal classes, it is necessary to add TotaUrimmal 
to those at large at any time those in confinement. 

The following tables exhibit an estimate of the Irish criminal classes, except those in 
reformatories, in 1865, as compared with 1864, and with the corresponding number in 
the English statistics for 1864 : — 



Criminal Classi 


SS COMPARED WITH THOSE IN 1864. 


1865. 


1864. 1 


1 '"SST 




Criminal Classes a' 
and vagrants, . 
In Local Prisons, . 
In Convict Prisons, 


t large, including 12,159 tramps 


23,603 | 
2,666 
1,637 


22,764 

2,748 

1,776 


839 


82 

139 




Total, ... 


27,906 | 


27,288 


618 


- 
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Coh'fT.uiULARV CitiiiiNAL Glasses — continued. 




It appews from this table that the number of the criminal classes in Ireland in prison 
and at large (27,906), are less numerous by 10,491, or 27 per cent., than 38,397, the 
number of the corresponding classes in an equal population for England and Wales iu 18G4. 



Indictable offences 
(not disposed of 
summarily ), 
(Tables 5-7, pp. 
59-6G). 



The number of crimes returned by the Police and the number of persons apprehended 
in Ireland were as follow : — 



Indictable Offences not disposed of suuharily. 


But'S. | 




January, February, anil March, . 






April, Stay, and June, .... 






July, August, anil September, . 




2,104 

1,559 


October, November, and December, 


2,40S 


Total, 


9.7GG i 


G.718 



The apprehensions were in the proportion of 68'S per cent, to the number of crimes 
returned. In England and Wales in 1864 the apprehensions were in the proportion 
of 56-2 per cent, to the number of crimes returned, which is stated to have been a 
higher proportion than in any preceding year ; and the apprehensions in Ireland were 
higher than this high proportion. 

The statistics of crimes and apprehensions arc compared with the corresponding 
statistics of England and Wales for 1864 in the following tables 



Indictable Ofpences (not disposed of summarily) 

COMPAI1ED WITH THOSE IN ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Ireland, 

1865. 

Total. 


| England and Wales, 18M. 


Irish Crimes 


Wales in 
1864. 


Total. 


of Ireland 


186.5 in 
excess of thoso 


January, February, and March, 

April, May, and June, 

July, August, ami .September, .... 
October, November, and December, . 

Total, 


2,270 

2,304 

2,724 

2,408 


13,482 

11,669 

11,762 

14,145 


3,G44 

3,154 

3,179 

3,823 


: 


1,374 

790 

455 

1,415 


9,766 


51,058 


13,800 


- 


4,034 
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Indictable Offences — continued. Constabulary 



PERSONS APPREHENDED FOR INDICTABLE OFFENCES (NOT 
DISPOSED OP SUMIIAUILT). 


Total. 


England and Wales, 1864. ! 

- 


n Irish | 


.. , Indictable offences 

Cnmmal3 ... , - 

appr.l emledin (not disposed of 
ltrii5 ion thm summarily). 


To*.. 


^fli 1 

of Ireland. 


Population in 


January, February, and March, .... 

April, May, and June, 

July, August, aud September, . 

October, November, aud December, . . . ' 

Total, 


1,356 

1,699 

2,104 

1,569 


7,321 

6,737 

6,864 

7,812 


1,979 1 
1,821 
1,855 | 
2,111 


249 


623 

122 

552 


6,718 


28,734 


7,766 


" 


1,048 



I liave again to notice the maximum of crime in Ireland in J uly, August, and September, 
whilst in England and Wales the maximum is in October, November, and December. 
The indictable offences returned by the Police for 1865 and 1864 are compared in the 



following table : — 



INDICTADLB OFFENCES. 


Ill 18i& D ' 


"ST 


•sr 


“isr 


No. 1 . Offences against the person : — 










Murder of infants aged one year and under, 


22 1 


42 


16 


- 


Attempts to murder, shooting at, wounaing, stabbing, £c,, 








































Kape, concealing birth, aud other immoral offences, . 




















Assaults common, aud on Peace Officers, .... 






- 




Total No. 1, .... 


1,585 


1,701 


- 


116 


No. 2. Offences against property, with violence, . 


483 


547 


_ 


64 


No. 8. Offences against property, without violence, 










No. 4. Malicious offences against property, . 








266 


No. 5. Forgery, and offences against the currency, 






















25 




- 
























Other offences not included in above, 


808 


658 




“ 


Total of 6 classes, .... 


9,766 


10,865 




1,099 



Whilst the above table shows a general decrease from 10,865 to 9,766, there appears to 
be an increase in the number of murders, but the Police statistics as to murder do not 



agree with the Coroners’ statistics as noticed in the next page. 

As the heads of the annual Police returns were not framed to include treason and the 



other offences connected with it, special forms were sent to the Police. 
The following is a summary of the special returns received: — 





riSf 1 


Treasonable 

Pelohy. 




Attempts 

I:-'. 'u“.: .i 




'i -fit 






! 


166 


. 


_ 


_ 


_ 


167 


















Assanlts inflicting bodily barm, 








~ 










- 














Threatening by letter with view to extort 
















money, 


~ 


1 












Total, . 


1 


168 


2 1 


2 


23 


1 1 


j 200 



It appears from bbin summary that the treasonable and seditious offences arising out 
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CoysTABriiARv of the Fenian conspiracy were the chief unfavourable features in the Police statistics of 
as h Poli ce. indictable ofi’euces in Ireland hi 1865. 

Indictable offences The following summary gives the number of indictable offences returned in Ireland not 
(not disposed of i- in . •> i -,i ,1 t 




The characteristics of Irish crime indicated by this summary correspond with those 
observed last year, the most unfavourable features being malicious offences against 
property, riots, assaults inflicting bodily ham, and other assaults. 

In offences against property there is a much smaller number than in a corresponding 
portion of the population in England and Wales. This arises in part, no doubt, from 
the much larger quantity of property to tempt thieves in England and Wales, and the 
much less proportion of police to population, there being only one-half the number of 
policemen to population in England that there is in Ireland. 

In the offences of attempts to murder, shooting at, wounding, stabbing, &c., to do 
bodily harm, and manslaughter, the Irish statistics are more favourable than the English, 
as also in unnatural offences, rape and immoral offimccs, in perjury, and in attempts to 
commit suicide. 

The Police statistics as to murder show 58 in Ireland, as compared with 36 in a 
corresponding portion of the population in England and Wales in 1864 • but the 
Coroners' statistics, which as to the character of crime affecting life appears to be more 
reliable than those returned by the Police, show 70 verdicts of wilful murder in Ireland, 
and 168 in England and Wales outside Middlesex, besides 99 verdicts of wilful murder 
of children under one year of age in Middlesex alone, or 267 in all. This gives 72 
as the number of murders in a portion of the population in England and Wales equal 
to that of Ireland, so that there is no excess of murder in Ireland. 

The following summary gives the number of -infanticides and other murders in 
Ireland, according to the Coroners' Beturns, as compared with the corresponding 
statistics m England and Wales. It appears from this summary that there is an excess 
of infanticides in England and Wales, and of other murders in Ireland, there being 55 
verdicts of infanticide in an equal portion of the population in England and Wales in , 
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1864, for 39 in Ireland, and 31 verdicts for other murders in Ireland as compared with Constabulary 
17 in England and Wales in 1864. as p Poli ce. 



MURDBR, ACCORDING TO CORONERS’ taH 


Ireland, 


i England and Wales, 
1864, 


Murders in 


Indictable offences 
(not disposed of 
Murders in summarily). 


- 


(bat of Ireland, 


Wafer in 1664. 


Walen in 11164. 


Munler of children under the age of 1 year, 
Murder of persons above the age of 1 year, 

Total Murders, .... 


39 

31 1 


203 

61 


55 1 

17 


14 


16 


70 


267 


7S 




2 



The Census Commissioners ascertained that the number of children under one year of 
age in Ireland to the rest of the population was, in 1861, as 2-4 to 97-6, or in other words, 
that in every 200 of the population, about 5 are infants under one year of age. It follows 
from this that the number of murders of infants under one year of age which would 
correspond to the 31 murders appearing to have taken place by the Coroners’ Returns 
amongst the rest of the population, would be less than one a year; being only '74, or 
about 3 in four years. The number of infanticides (39) is therefore about 52 times the 
number of murders occurring amongst the same amount of the population at other 
periods of life on an average. 

In England and Wales the proportion of those under one year to those above one 
year of age is 3 to 97 ; it follows, therefore, that the number of infanticides which would 
correspond to the 64 murders of persons above one year of age would be 2 in one 
year. The actual number (203) would appear to be about 100 times the number 
occurring amongst the same amount of population in England and Wales at other 
periods of life on an average. 

The amount of infanticide indicated by the verdicts of Coroners’ juries in both countries 
is very startling, and resting as they do upon the sworn verdicts of a number of inde- 
pendent juries before different Coroners in all parts of both countries, the statistics are 
free from any prejudice to affect the excess of infanticide which they indicate. 

The offences determined summarily in 1S65 and 1864 are compared in the following 
table : — (Tables 8-10, pp. 



Offences determined Suemabilt. 






tar 




Aggravated assaults on Women and Children, 

Assaults on Peace Officers, &c., 

Malicious and wilful destroying of property, die., . 

Total offences which might he indicted, 

Offences against Acts of Parliament, viz. : 

Local Acts and Nuisances Acts, • 

Fishery Acts, 

Poor Law ’Acts, deserting family, disorderly condnot in 

Workhouses, dsc., • • 

Vagrant Acts : j Begging, and other offences, 

Police Acts, including Lord’s Day Act and Weights and 
Measures Act, • • • 

Other Acts of Parliament, as Ways Acts, Pawnbrokers Act, 

Revenue Laws, <fcc., 

Cruelty to Animals, . ; • • 

Drunkenness, and drnnk and disorderly, . . . ■ 

Other offences not included in above, . . . • • 

Total otber than indictable offences, 

Total offences determined summarily, 


393 

6,864 

6,013 

8,987 


302 

6,308 

6,156 

9,745 


31 

556 


1,143 

758 


21,257 


22,571 


- 


1,314 


32,239 

10,910 

1,490 

764 

761 

4,427 

2,477 

6,624 

48,409 

1,200 

83,967 

19,354 


31,441 

11,768 

706 

857 

3,768 

2,554 

7,702 

6 l’026 

78,417 

18,948 


798 

58 

659 

~174 

5,660 

406 


858 

893 

96 

77 

1,078 

1,813 


212,622 


209,792 


2,830 


- 


233,879 


232,363 


1,516 




c 
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' Constabulary 

Offences deter- 
mined summarily. 



In this summary the chief unfavourable feature is the increase in the eases of drunken- 
ness, common assaults, and assaults on Peace Officers. 

There was a slight increase in other offences, caused by the Fenian conspiracy ; the 
numbers are indicated in the following summary : — 




classes of 



The following table gives a comparison of the offences determined summarily in 
Ireland in 1865, with those in England and Wales in 1864: — 







England 
and Wales, 1804 




_ Irish 






Ireland. 


u " , £t m 


1805 less than 
amltVnlos in 


Aggravated assaults on Women and Cliildren, . 

Assaults on Peace Officers, &c., 

Stealing, . 

Malicious and wilful destroying of property, die., 


393 

6,864 

6,013 

8,987 


865 

6,514 

11,842 

6,325 


350 

3,662 


472 

6,829 


Total offences winch might be indicted, 


21,257 


24,546 


- 


3,289 


Common assaults, 

Offences against Acts of Parliament, viz. : 

Local Acts and Nuisances Acts, 

Fishery Acts, 

Game Acts, ........ 

Poor Law Acts, deserting family, disorderly conduct in 
Workhouses, &c., 

Vagrant Acts: { Beg^g“and other offences, '. ! 

Police Acts, including Lord’s Day Aot and Weights and 

Other Acts of Parliament, as Ways Acts, Pawnbrokers' 

Act, Revenue Laws, &c., 

Cruelty to Animals, 

Drunkenness, and drunk and disorderly, 

Other offences not included in above, .... 


32,239 

10,910 

1,490 

764 

761 

4,427 

2,477 

6,624 

48,409 

1,200 

83,967 

19,364 


21,007 

8,489 

249 

2,734 

1,962 

2,007 

6,006 

6,335 

12,532 

866 

27,045 

5,387 


11,232 

2,421 

1,241 

2,420 

289 

35,877 

834 

56,922 

13,967 


1,970 

1,201 

3,529 


Total other than indictable offences, . 


212,622 


94,619 


118,003 


- 


Total offences determined summarily, . 


233,879 


119,165 


114,714 


- 



The first four classes in the preceding table are the only classes therein that axe 
certain to include offences which might be made the subject of indictment, and it appears 
that these minor cases of Indictable Offences (determined summarily) indicate the same 
characteristics as the table of graver cases (not determined summarily) — the number of 
such offences is 21,257, being 3,289, or 13 per cent, less than the number in an equal 
portion of the -population in England and Wales in 1864 ; there is also less of theft, 
and of crimes of the low moral tone indicated by aggravated assaults on women T and 
children than in England and Wales; on the other hand there is a greater prevalence of 
malicious offences in Ireland. 
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In the less serious offences the chief excess is under tho following heads — drunkenness, Coxstabourt 
offences against Ways Acts, Pawnbrokers’ Act, Revenue Laws, Local Acts, and Nuisances ASB 

Acts and common assaults. Thus if the excess in offences not classed, 1 3,967, be deducted Offences Jeter- 

. mined summarily 

from the entire excess, 118,003, the difference, 104,036 is more than accounted for by —continued. 
the excess of offences under tlio four following heads, viz. : — 

Drunkenness . . 66,922 

Offences against Acts of Parliament, suck as Ways Acts, Pawnbrokers’ Act, 

Revenue Laws, Ac 35,877 

Offences against Local Acts and Nuisances Acts, .... 2,121 

Common Assaults, 11,232 



With respect to offences against the above Acts of Parliament, the Irish Police acting 
as Inspectors of weights and measures, and as a Revenue Police, would naturally lead 
to greater vigilance in enforcing these Acts, and the much larger proportion of police 
to population in Ireland than in England and Wales would also lead to greater activity 
in the detection and punishment of minor offences, especially as the Justices have power 
to award one-third of the penalties, the usual punishment for such offences, to the 
Constabulary reward fund. 

This inevitable effect of tho large proportion of Police in Ireland is illustrated by the 
statistics as to Prostitutes. Thus, while it appears from the Police Tables that the 
number of Prostitutes known to the Police in Ireland in 1865 was 3,457, as compared 
with 7,593 in an equal portion of the population in England and Wales in 1864, there 
were 4^427 charges against Prostitutes under the Vagrant Acts in Ireland in 1865, as 
compared with 2,007 in an equal portion of the population in England and Wales in 1 S64. 

The number of offences against the Poor Law Acts in Ireland in 1865 for deserting 
famihes and disorderly conduct in Workhouses is only 761, as compared with 1,962 in 
a corresponding portion of the population in England and Wales in 1864. 

The following summary exhibits the result of the proceedings in cases determined Rcsult^of^ 
summarily:— M(m rad „»j.. oiru. t 0 «i. 

Total number against, . ■ Ugg gg SB 

Thus it appears that in the case of offences determined summarily, the convictions 
were 83 per cent, of the persons proceeded against. This is a higher proportion of con- 
victions than in England and Wales in 1864, where the per-centage of convictions is 68'2. 

The penalties imposed on those convicted are stated under the same classification as in Panishments. 
the English statistics, and the proportions of the different punishments are compared with 
tt, CTOrtio- m Engtod mi Wria, in th. Mowing .n,nma, T 



Imprisoned above 6 months, . • 

6 months and above 3 months, 
3 months and above 2 mouths, 
2 months and above 1 month, 
1 month and above 14 days, 

14 days and under, . 

In Reformatory schools, . 

In Industrial schools, 



Total co 

Fined, . 

Whipped, . • • 

To find sureties or rocogmzani 
Delivered to Army or Navy, 
Other Punishments, . 



Knitted, 



u 1 v- aim, 
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Constabulary It appeal's from this summary that the punishments of a trifling character hear a higher 
an d Poli ce. proportion in Ireland to the total punishments than in England and Wales, •whilst the 
proportional number of serious punishments is much less in Ireland, indicating that a 
large part of the excess in the case of offences determined summarily in Ireland is to be 
found amongst the offences of a less serious character. 

Character of Per- The character of the persons proceeded against in Ireland is shown in the following 



Character op Persoks proceeded 


Persons 
for Indicia 


frte," 








Total. 






1L 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. & F. 




438 


204 


1,190 


736 


1,628 


940 


2,568 


Prostitutes, ..... 

Vagrants, Tramps, and others without 


" 


509 


_ 


13,208 




13,717 


13,717 




136 


47 












Suspicious Characters, 


530 


159 


4,420 


1,408 


4,970 


1,567 


6,537 






46 


10,202 


2,746 


10,313 


2,792 


13,105 




2,752 


351 


139,731 


16,496 


142,483 


16.S47 


159,330 


Character unknown, .... 


949 


466 


31,490 


7,743 


32,439 


8,209 


40,648 


Total of Ireland, 


4,936 


1,782 


189,898 


43,981 


194,834 


45,763 


240,597 



The character of the persons proceeded against is compared with the English statistics 
in the following summary : — 




Inquests. 

Coroners’ Returns 
(Table, p. 80). 



It appears from this summary that 16'9 per cent, of the persons proceeded against 
were of characters unknown to the police, whilst in England and Wales 35-3 per cent, of 
those proceeded against were unknown. This arises in part from the much higher number 
of police in proportion to the population in Ireland than in England and Wales, already 
noticed, and in part from the greater number of foreigners, and greater aggregation of 
the people in cities and towns in England than in Ireland. 

In Ireland 6 6 '2 per cent, of those proceeded against were of previous good character, 
whilst in England and Wales only 356 per cent, were of this class. It appears that 
whilst the total excess of persons proceeded against in Ireland over those proceeded 
against in an equal population in England and Wales was 113,705, the excess of persons 
of previous good character proceeded against was 114,185. These figures afford further 
indications of the less serious character of a large part of the offences disposed of sum- 
marily in Ireland. 

The returns which have been obtained from the Coroners show the number of inquests 
to have been 3, 188 — 2,205 on men and boys, and 983 on women and girls. In England 
and Wales, in 1864, the number was 24,787 — 17,199 on men and boys, and 7,588 on 
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women and gills. This would give the proportion to be expected in Ireland as 6,G99, 
showing that the inquests in Ireland are less than one-half the number held in an equal 
population in England and Wales. 

It appeal's however that of the 71 verdicts of murder returned by Coroners 39 were of 
children under the age of one year, and 32 were other murders, showing a great excess 
of infanticide as already noticed in connexion with the Police statistics as to murder.* 

The returns show the cost of the inquests to he £8,195 15s. llcZ., and the average 
cost of each inquest to be £2 11s. 5 d., whilst in England and Wales it is £2 ISs. 7 cl. 

CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS. 

An account of the sums paid hy Her Majesty’s Treasury for criminal prosecutions at Q ost of criminal 
Assizes and Quarter Sessions, and at the Dublin Commission Court, and proceedings at 
Petty Sessions, Inquests, and Police Courts, has been made up from returns received from 
the Crown Solicitors in Ireland, and from the County and City Treasurers. The Crown 
Solicitors’ returns show the number of prosecutions conducted by the Ciwvn Counsel and 
Crown Solicitors at Assizes and at the Dublin Commission Court, and the costs, exclusive 
of prosecutors and witnesses’ expenses paid through the County and City Treasurers. 

The latter expense and the number of prosecutors and witnesses paid have been ascer- 
tained from the County and City Treasurers, but these payments are not confined to 
prosecutions in which the Crown Counsel and Solicitors are engaged. 

The following table gives a summary of the costs of criminal prosecutions in Ireland, 
with the number of Crown prosecutions in County and City of Dublin, and Crown 
prosecutions on Circuit, except Counties of Cavan and Longford, and in 26 of the 40 
Quarter Sessions Courts : — 



Costs op Cbiminal Pnosscrnons 
COMFAKKD WITH THOSH !» IStV*. 


£" 


’ll" 


"ST 








l0 ]866*’ 


»=T 


County .and City of Dublin — 








, 




£ s. d. 


£ S. d. 


£ i. i. 


Quarter Sessions, . . • 

potty Sessions, Inquests, and 


136 


7 


2B 


11 


L 6,189 6 11 


6,042 3 5 1 


447 2 6 


- 


Total, . . . 


"liiT 


206 


~ 


- 










On Circuit— 




















636 


736 


- 


99 










Courts out of 40, 




1,991 




1M 










Costs for entire^ Circuits^ 40 ^Quorte 


r Sessions 


Courts, and Petty Sessions, 


44,132 11 2 


66,148 0 11 




11,016 9 9 


Total Costs for 


all Ireland, 




_1 ‘. 


49,021 17 1 


| 60,190 4 4 







This table shows an increase in the number and costs of Crown prosecutions in 
Dublin, and a marked diminution in both in the rest of Ireland. 

' The criminal prosecutions in Ireland are managed differently from those in England 
and Wales. The Executive Government, by the Law Officers and Crown Solicitors, takes 
charge of all the serious cases at Assizes in Ireland and at the Dublin Commission 
Court. In England and Wales the Treasury Solicitor in 1864 prosecuted in 344 Mint 
cases and in 62 other cases; while the prosecutions at the Circuit Assize Courts, in 1S63, 
were 3 276 and at the Central Criminal Court, 824. At the Quarter Sessions in Ireland 
a Sessional Crown Solicitor attends, but Barristers are scarcely ever employed. From 
these differences the expenses of Crown prosecutions in Ireland should be higher at 
Assizes than in England and Wales, and less at Quarter Sessions. 

* Vide p. 16, supra. 
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As the English Returns appear to include the cases where witnesses were paid as well 
as where professional assistance was employed, the average cost founded upon such 
numbers will not compare with the average cost in Ireland, calculated on the cases where 
the Crown Solicitor intervenes, and so no comparison of average cost is given. 

The tables of Criminal Proceedings at Assizes, at the Dublin Commission Court, and 
at Quarter Sessions, have been compiled so as to give in a condensed form information 
similar to that contained in the “Irish Criminal Tables,”* which were annually presented 
to Parliament for many years previous to the compilation of the Irish Judicial and 
Criminal Statistics for 1S63. 

The forms of return used for the Irish Criminal Tables have been preserved, so as to 
allow of an accurate comparison with the statistics of this class of criminal proceedings 
in Ireland for past years, and by this means the defect is obviated which the Irish Judicial 
Statistics, from being only compiled for three years, would otherwise be subject to. 

In this comparison it was necessary to mark the large addition to the number of the 
offences treated as distinct, inserted by the advice of the Law Adviser to the Irish Govern- 
ment in the Tables of 1862, after the Consolidated Criminal Statutes had come into 
operation. This has been done on Table 6, and the figures before and after the new 
classification of offences are distinguished by a broad line. The change, however does 
not affect the total number of offences of all classes. 

The number of persons for trial at Assizes, the Dublin Commission Court and at 
Quarter Sessions, is compared with the numbers in the preceding ten years, in the follow- 
ing summary : — 



1836, 

1857, 

1858, 
1N‘>9. 
1860, 
1861, 
1S62, 
1803, 

1864, 

1865, 



7,090 

7,310 

6,308 

5,865 



5,386 

5,586 

6,666 

6,078 

6,086 

4,657 



200 

1,080 



903 

443 

479 



688 

992 

429 



Decrease in ten years, . 



The decrease during 1865 in the number of persons sent for trial, as compared with 
the year immediately preceding, by 429, or upwards of 8'4 per cent., is highly satisfactoiy, 
following as it does upon progressive decreases since 1856 (except in the exceptional years 
of distress, 1861 and 1862), so that 1865 presents a smaller number of persons for trial 
than any year during the last ten, and shows a reduction of 2,442 from 7,099 in 1856 
to 4,657 in 1865, being upwards of 34 per cent. Allowing 12 per cent, for reduc- 
tion of population, the diminution of serious crime in Ireland in ten years would 
amount to at least 22 per cent., or nearly one-fourth. 

SSSrt Ilc k **“ cks “ s of ° f wkc k ftose for trial in 1865 and 1864 

1S64 (Table 1, were convicted or charged are indicated by the following summary •— 
rn. RS-SftI . J ‘ 



Classes or Ormscss covr.rr.o ™ moss .» IBM. 




IBM. 


In ST 


"ST' 


I 5?°’ 

percent j 


D K”’ 


1. Offences against the person, .... 

2. Do. do. property, -with violence, 

3. Do. do. property, without violence, . 

4. Malicious offences against property, 

5. Forgeries and offences against the currency, . 

6. Treasonable Felony, 

7. Offences not included in the above classes, 


1,593 

82 

81 

41 

926 


1,714 
1 315 

1,946 
58 
92 
11 
950 


24 

24 

30 


119 

353 

11 

24 


1-4 

41-3 

273- 


37-8 

18-1 

12-0 

2-5 


Total, j 


4,657 


5,086 


" 


429 


- 


8-4 



* The origin of tl.e Irish Criminal Tables is explained in the Irish Judicial Statistics for 1863, p. xii 
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The chief unfavourable feature in this summary is the increase in Treasonable Felony Criminal 

from 11 cases m 1864 to 41 in 1865, being an increase of 273 per cent, liie increase is 

more remarkable when it is considered that there were no cases of Treasonable Felony ^siz^ Quarter 
in 1863. The other unfavourable features are slight increases of less than one-half per continued. °’ 
cent, in offences against the person and malicious offences against property. 

The favourable symptoms are decreases of 37 per cent, in offences against property 
with violence ; of 18 per cent, in offences against property without violence ; of 12 per 
cent, in offences against the currency ; and 8 per cent, in all the offences grouped together. 

In connexion with the efforts to extend manufactures in Ireland, the statistics afford 
very satisfactory results. There were only two persons for trial for destroying machines 
or goods in process of manufacture in 1865. The number for trial for riot and feloniously 
demolishing buildings, machinery, &c., were 10 in 1863, 5 in 1864, and only 1 in 1865. 

For offences connected with conspiracies or combinations to raise the rate of wages, there 
was not a single person for trial in either 1863, 1864, or 1865. These statistics are highly 
creditable to the tradesmen and labouring classes engaged in manufactures. 



The following are the results of the proceedings at Assizes, the Dublin Commission Rosult^of ProcceJ- 
Court, and Quarter Sessions, in each of the two years: — 1> . = 92). 



Not prosecuted, 

No bills found against, . 

Not guilty on trial, .... 
Bailed and not triod, .... 

Acquitted and discharged, 



1865. 







S-78 7-33 

10-39 10-51 

20-70 21-03 



I — 42-23 40-46 



Acquitted on the ground of insanity, 
Found insane, . . 

Detained as insane, 



12 21 -26 -41 

17 7 -37 ^ "14 ^ 



Sentenced to death, ..... 
,, penal servitude, . 

„ imprisonment, . . • • 

„ whipping, fine, &c. . 

Sentence respited and pardon, . • 

Convioted, 

Total sent for trial, 





100- 100- 



The following summary shows the number convicted, and not convicted, and tbe rate C onTm tions 
per cent, of each for the ten years from 1856 to 1865 : — 











Rato per Cut 


Yam. 


Convicted. 






Convicted. 


Not Convicted. 


1856, 

1857, 

1858, 

1859, 

1860, 
1861, 
1862, 

1863, 

1864, 

1865, 


4,024 

3,925 

3,350 

3,109 

2,979 

3,271 

3,796 

3,385 

3,000 

2,661 


3,075 

3,285 

2,958 

2,756 

2,407 

2,315 

2,870 

2,793 

2,086 

1,996 


7,099 

7,210 

6,308 

5.865 

5,386 

6,586 

6,666 

6,078 

5,086 

4,657 


56-68 

54- 44 

53- 11 
5301 

55- 31 
58-56 

56- 95 

54- 04 
58-99 
57T4 


43-32 

45- 56 

46- 89 
46-99 

41-44 

43-05 

45-96 

41- 01 

42- 86 



Tie proportion ot acquitted „.d ditorgedin 1865 to to, placed on teal, 42-06 per 
Jt i Jit at a muta higher rate to m England and Wales, where the propoxt.on of 
the acquitted and discharged in 186* amounted to tat 24-3 per cent. 
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Criminal The sentences in 1865 are shown in the following table in detail, and in comparison 
Pro ceedi ngs, ^vith the sentences for each of the nine preceding years. 




Capital Conyio- Of the 5 persons sentenced to death in 1865, in 1 case the sentence was commuted 
to penal servitude, and the following 4 persons were executed : 

Michael Lynch, aged 24 ; murder of his father— for infidelity to his mother. 

Patrick Kilkenny, aged 35 ; murder of his sweetheart — from jealousy. 

Thomas Hayes, aged 51 ; murder of his wife, by striking her on the head with a 
smoothing-iron ; afterwards earned her away to a bog, two miles off, and buried her ; 
was convicted on his own confession. Supposed exciting cause, her discoveiy of an 
improper intercourse between him and a daughter by a former wife. 

Laurence King, aged 20 ; murder of a young military officer who had employed him 
as an attendant for a day’s sporting. 

In addition to the information in the English Tables of Criminal Proceedings, the 
Irish Criminal Tables contain details as to the ages and state of instruction of the 
persons for trial. 

Ages °f person* The ages of the persons for trial in 1865 are compared with those in 1864 in the 
93) ’ foUowin g summary 
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The proportion per cent, of those for trial at each age-period in 1865 and 1864 to the 
total number, is as follows : — 









Proportion 


porCont. 








teas. 


■set. 










0-35 


0-65 




12 , 










21 


16, 


















35-60 


33-54 


40 


30, 






15-16 


14-23 
















60, 






3-78 


4-13 










1-93 


1-67 


Not ascertained, 














Total, . 


100- 


100- 



Criminal 

Proceedings. 

Assizes, Quarter 
Sessions, Stc . — 
continued. 



The following tables exhibit the result of the information collected under the head of State oHnsnuc- ^ 
State of Instruction on Commitment of Persons for Trial, and bring up to the present tr i a i 
time some of the information which has for many years been given in the Irish Criminal (Tables, pp.90-1). 



Read and Write, 

Read only, . 

Neither Read nor Write, 
Instruction not ascertained 



1,755 

681 

1,645 

1,005 



The result of the systematic education of the poorer classes in Ireland is shown by 
this table. Whilst the proportion the state of whose education has not been ascertained 
is much less in 1865 than in 1856, the proportion who can read and write has increased 
from 25' to 35-32 per cent. 

The sexes of those for trial in 1864 and 1865, and the state of instruction of those Sexes and 
committed of each sex, are given in the following summary 



Sexes and State 
or Instruction. 


Year. 


Total 

Trial. 


Road and Write. 


Bead 


only. 




1 


State of Instruction 


Number, j 


Percent. 


Number. 


Percent. 


Number. | Percent | 




Pereont. 












428 


11-28 


1,057 


27-87 


789 


20-80 


Men and Boys, . -j 


1865, 


3,564 


1,447 


40-60 


469 


1316 


936 








. 




1 90S 




18-25 


253 


19-56 


588 


45-48 


216 


16-71 


Women and Girls, . 1 


1865, 


1,093 


198 


18-11 


240 


21-96 


508 









instruction on 
(T™Ue2^pp.90-l). 



proportion the state of whose instruction is not ascertained, and so far appear more 



lrns show a much smaller 

D 
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Oribinar 

Proceedings. 

Assizes, Quarter 
Sessions, A-c. — 
continued 

Number for trial 
in the different 



It appears from this summary that while the proportion of men and boys who were 
ascertained to be incapable on their commitment of either reading or wilting was 26 2 6 
percent., the proportion of women and girls in this state of ignorance was 46-48 per cent. 

The number of persons for trial being less than in 1864, it is of importance to trace 
whether this diminution was general or local. For this purpose the following summary 
has been compiled. 



pared with those 
in 1864 

(Table 5,p. 91, Ac.) 



insists™. 


-T.S- 


| No. of Persons sent for Trial. 


| ISO'S. 


18G5. 


18G4. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


Leinster : 

Carlow, .... 
Drogheda Town, 

Dublin County, . 

„ City, . . . 

Kildare, .... 
Kilkenny County, 

„ City, 

King’s County, . 

Longford, . . . 

Louth, .... 
Meath, .... 

Queen’s County, 

Westmeath, 

Wexford 

Wicklow, .... 

Total, 

Munster: 

Clare, 

Cork County, .... 

„ City 

Kerry, 

Limerick County, 

„ City, .... 

Tipperary, North Riding, . 

„ South Riding, . 

Waterford County, . 

„ City, 

Total, . 

Duster : 

Antrim (including Oarrickfergus 
Armagh 

Donegal, 

Down, . . . . | 

Fermanagh, . . 

Londonderry, .... 
Monaghan, 

Tyrone, ’ 

Total, 

Connaught : 

Galway County, 

^ » Town, .... 

Mayo. • '. ’. . ! 

Roscommon, 

sue-), . . . : ; 

Total, 

General Total, . 


57,137 

14,740 

155,444 

254,808 

90,946 

110,341 

14,174 

90,043 

71,694 

75,973 

110,373 

90,650 

90,879 

143,954 

86,479 


51 

11 

92 

521 

100 

92 

84 

65 

46 

59 

115 

84 

54 

63 


52 

14 

89 

653 

112 

79 

10 

121 

78 

44 

51 

150 

66 

111 

56 


13 

2 

8 

IS 

7 


3 

32 

12 

2 

37 

13 

35 

57 


1,457,635 


1,445 


1,586 


- 


141 


166.805 

464,697 

80,121 

201,800 

172,801 

44,476 

109,220 

139,886 

110,959 

23,293 


91 

304 

133 

116 

158 

42 

176 

106 

28 


111 

402 

121 

179 

150 

53 

161 

111 

66 

38 


12 

15 


20 

98 

63 

IX 

5 

10 


1,513,558 


1,220 


1,392 


- 


172 


378,588 

190,086 

153,906 

237,395 

299,302 

105,768 

184,209 

126,482 

238,500 


251 

159 
174 

160 
168 

58 

103 

139 

198 


131 

172 

147 

195 

146 

114 

163 

81 

188 


120 

27 

.22 

58 

10 


13 

35 

56 

50 


1,914,236 


1,410 


1,327 


83 


- 


254,511 

16,967 

104,744 

254,796 

157,272 

124,845 


101 

17 

119 

177 


172 

21 

125 

264 

129 

70 


19 


71 

87 

50 


913,135 


582 


781 


- 


199 


*5, 798,564 


4,657 


5,086 




429 



It appears that the improvement in 1865, as shown by the smaller number of persons 
for trial, extended to 17 counties and 1 riding out of the 32 counties, to 6 counties of 
cities or of towns, and to three provinces. 

* Exclusive of 403 Seamen and others at Sea on Census night. 
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The unfavourable indications in the statistics of persona sent for trial is the increase 

of the number in 5 of the 9 counties of Ulster, and in the County of Antrim the increase 

being from 131 in 1864 to 251 in 1865, or nearly 100 per cent. 

The statistics of the Petty Sessions Courts in Ireland have been included in the present ^Sessions 
volume as in the volume for 1864, though the corresponding information is not given in 
the English volume. 

The statistics have been collected for many years through the quarterly returns made 
by the Clerks of the Petty Sessions to the Office of the Chief Secretary of the Lord 
Lieutenant, and the tables given are only compilations from these returns. 

The importance of the Courts appears from the circumstance that a very large 
proportion of the criminal cases in Ireland is disposed of by Magistrates at Petty Sessions 
and Police Courts under the several Summary Jurisdiction Acts. It appears from the 
Police Tables 0 that whilst 4,788 persons were proceeded against by indictment in ail 
Ireland, except the Dublin Metropolitan Police District, no less than 182,752 were 
proceeded against summarily. ...... 

The Petty Sessions Courts, too, exercise civil jurisdiction m certain cases— ajunsdiction 
of more importance since the abolition of manor courts in Ireland. 

In connection with the expenditure of public money the statistics of these Courts are 
also important, as there am fa Resident or Stipoodiapr Magnate app«rted under 
Stat 6 Win IV , c. 13, a considerable part of Those doty is to attend the Courts of 
Pettv Sessions and there are 425 Petty Sessions Clerks on salaries paid ont of the 
Petty Sessions ChnM hand, with 69 former Potty Session. Clerks as pensioners 

f ™Theretams from ivhieh the tables are compiled do not include the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police Distinct, and of the 601 Petty Sesmons Courts in the rest of Ireland 6S Courts are 
omitted for imperfect returns. „ . 





Number of | 


Number of 
which Returns 
pleto. 


complete Return! 


Xumiier of Days 
on which Potty 
Sessions not held 
for non-attendance 
of Magistrates in 


Sessions notSald 
of Session Days. 


Leinster (except Dublin Metropolitan' 




13 

9 


3,582 


1 386 


9-3 


Police District), 




4,G61 






Munster, 










7U 


Ulster, ' 

Connaught, ••••'' 
Ireland (except Dublin Metropolitan 
Police District), • 


98 


13 


1,980 




u / 


S51 


53 


13,148 


1,378 


9-5 



Total number o{ informations sub- 
mitted to tbe Magistrates, . 

Cases adjudicated summarily, • 

Cases returned for trial— _ 

At Assizes or Commission in Dublin, 
At Quarter Sessions or Recorders 
Court, . . • • 

Number of oivil cases, . 



HOCo ’St 


157 Courts!) 


Ulster, 
147 Courts.§ 


Connaught, 
98 Courts. II 


Total In 
551 Courts. 




27,703 

24,563 


CO, 780 
55,175 


59,925 

50,959 


17,731 

15,724 


166,139 

146,423 


166,721 

151,486 


324 


408 


374 


154 


1,210 


1,318 


618 

20,329 


1,131 

28,811 


813 

28,173 


34S 

16,029 


2,810 

93,341 


3,438 

105,544 



•f Thirt' 



, courts omitted in conseqnf 



\ Thirteen courts 3 omitted in oonseqr 
T Fifty-three courts in all omitted. 



cc of incomplete returns, 
incomplete returns, 
co of incomplete returns, 
je of incomplete returns. 
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Tm^wqs. The ammmts of fees > an<J of fines and penalties, are given in many of the returns, but 
are not sufficiently complete to admit of summaries of the totals being given. 

( Q TabIe, r p Sl mT The Court of Quarter Sessions in Ireland is in one respect differently constituted from 

the Court of Quarter Sessions in England, being presided over by the Chairman of the 
County, or Irish County Court J udge. A table has been introduced showing the appeals 
from Magistrates, which are given in another form in the English statistics; the 
applications for spirit licences and the disposal of bills of indictment are also shown, 
so as to give a complete view of the entire business at Quarter Sessions. 



The proceedings at Quarter 
follow : — 



compared with those in 1864, were as 



Procekdinqs at Quarter Session. j 18G5. 


1864. 


*38* 


OMW|», 


Appeals from Magistrates : 

Affirmed, 

Beversed, . 

No rule, not stated, or adjourned, . 

Total, . 

Applications for spirit licences : 

Granted, . 

Refused, . 

Otherwise disposed of, . 

Total, . 

Persons against whom bills were found : 

Pound guilty, . . 

Acquitted, . . * 

Otherwise disposed of, . [ 

Total, . 


304 

193 

161 


30S 

195 

178 




4 

17 


658 


681 




23 


1,565 

650 

330 


1,627 

924 

110 


220 


62 

268 


3,551 


2,661 




110 


1,816 

691 

863 


3,254 

841 

545 




438 

150 

183 


2,869 


3,640 




771 



irrit™ “r ”” 7 “ ~ - 



Court for the 
consideration of 

reserved 
(Table, p. 117). 



J uror Sessions 
(Table, pp. 118, 
120 ). 



■ae Court for to consideration of Croon rase, reserved, constituted by Stnt. 11 and 

io ^ *■ Court of App - ^ — 



Crows Cases Reserved. 


A..,. 


,e. ¥ . 


Quarter 




5—t. 






Court. 






| Affirmed. 


Reversed. 


| Not yet 


| Toad. 


Manslaughter, .... 
Larceny, . 

Murder, 

Forging, Uttering, ’ \ 

Having Arms in a Proclaimed District 
Bigamy, .... 

Total, . 




1 

1 

" 5 


;« 




1 


I -f 
1 
1 


/ 


1 


rr 

i 

5 

1 




3 




io 


3 


1 


6 


10 



to TfT “ f "° r &a “° m f " rC “ i ” S J ” 0IS ' Lista returned 

for ,11 to oonn .es of dues and of towns, and for 28 ont of 33 of to counties • to 
.etnrn. waning bemg to., for to counties of Dublin, Loutl, Cnran, and Do™ ' 

counSes '*7" 7* P ’“ POrlik “ ° f Jur0 " to P-P” 1 **® “ «ferent 

counties, from which returns have been received : 



* This Court corresponds to the Central Criminal Court 
county of the city of Dublin. 



in England, and has jurisdiction in 



the county and 
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Proportion of Jurors to Population in the different Counties. 



Westmeath, 

Wexford, 



Cork, East Riding, 
West Riding, 
Kerry, 



. Tipperary, Nth. Riding, 

„ Sth. Riding, 
Waterford, 



67,137 

90,946 

110,341 



166,305 

286,396 

178,301 

201,800 



Ulster — continued. 



Londonderry, 
Monaghan, 
Tyrone, . 



Counties of Cities 
or of Towns. 
Oarrickfergus, 

Cork, 

Drogheda, 

Dublin, . 

Galway, . 
Kilkenny, 



184,209 

126,482 

238,500 



264,511 

104,744 

254,796 

157,272 

124,845 



14,740 

2S4.80S 

16,907 

14,174 



Criminal 

Proceedings. 

Juror Sessions. 



1 



The different districts present great diversity as to the number of qualified Jurors in 
proportion to population— from 1 in 58 of the population in Carlow to 1 in 357 in Sligo. 
This arises in part from the greater or less extent to which the leasehold tenure, 
upon which the qualification mainly depends, has been replaced in different districts by 
a yearly tenancy, which is not, except in towns, a qualification for a Juror. It also 
arises in part from the extent to which the statutable provisions as to qualifications 
appear not to he observed. 

The statutable qualifications for Jurors for counties at large are— 

. f Freeholders. 

In Rural Districts, . . • - | Leaseholders. 

f Resident Merchants. 

InT °™' "( Householders. 

There appears, however, in no less than 26 districts out of 71 from which returns have 
been received, that persons are returned as Jurors with other than the statutable qualifi- 
cation. 

Districts in which Jurors returned with other than Statutable Qualifications. 



Liraeriok, 

Limerick, 






Landholders. 

137 House and Landholders. 
5 Rated Occupiers. 

5 Shopkeepers. 

53 Farmers. 

1 Agent. 

Landholders. 

139 Landholders. 

15 Farmers. 

5 Justices of tlie Peace. 

3 Gentlemen. 

1 Seaman. 
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Ceimikal 

PKOCIlCDINGS. 



Districts in which Jurors returned with other than Statutable Qualifications — 

continued. 







Total number 




District. 


County. 


Legal 

Qnnlilication, 


Irregular Qualification stated. 


Lisniorc, 

Du nee. rvan, . 

Castichlayney, . 


Waterford, . 
Waterford, . 
Monaghan, . 


161 

160 

145 


Hated Occupiers. 
Landholders. 

House and landholders. 


Castlebar, 


• ■ ■ ■ 


139 1 


80 landholders. 
58 Not stated. 

1 Merchant. 


Wexford, 


Wexford. 


124 1 


121 No qualification. 
2 Gentlemen. 

1 Farmer. 


Athy, .... 

Carrii-lc-un-Shannon, 

Midleton, 

Enniskillen, , 

Bullion, .... 


Kildare, . . . 

Cork, ’. 

Fermanagh, . 


120 

108 

101 

97 

97 


Other qualification — not stated. 
Rated Occupiers. 

£100 Personal Property.® 
Other qualification — not stated. 
Landholders. 


Maryborough, 


Qaeen’s County, . 


9.) 


72 £100 Persona] Property. 
19 Landholders. 


Boyle, .... 


Roscommon, . 


87 


Landholders. 


BaHinaldll, . 


Queen’s Connty, 


85 { 


84 Rated Occupiers. 

1 £100 Personal Property. 


Naas, .... 
Mullingar, 


Kildare, 
Westmeath, . 


81 

58 


Other qualification — not stated. 
£100 Personal Property. 


Ballymena, 


Antrim, 


»{ 


33 Chattels. 
6 Farmers. 


Birr, .... 

Bandon 

Athlone, 

Newtownbutler, 


King’s County, 
Westmeath, . 

Cork, .... 

Tyrone, 

Fermanagh, . 


35 

32 

24 

18 

3 


Landholders. 

£100 Personal Property. 

£100 Personal Property. 
Farmers. 

Landholders. 

Other qualification — not stated. 




Total, 


2,861 





As there are 37,733 Jurors returned in all districts making returns, it appears that the 
2,861 apparently irregular qualified are 7'6 per cent, of the entire number. 






PRISONS. 



Under the head of Prisons are included the statistics of bridewells and of gaols in 
counties, and counties of cities or of towns, convict prisons, and reformatories, as also 
the statistics of criminal lunatics confined in gaols and lunatic asylums. The prisoners 
m the Four Courts Marshalseaf at Dublin have not been included, the numbers in it not 
having been hitherto included in the General Tables of the Inspectors-General of Prisons. 

The gaols included in these tables are 39 in number. They are not divided into county, 
borough, and liberty prisons as in England and Wales. The towns in Ireland that have 
distinct taxation for gaols are those which are counties of cities or counties of towns 
being only S out of the 33 boroughs in Ireland ; of these 8 towns with distinct taxation 
mily 5 have actually distinct gaols, there being only 1 gaol for the county and city of 
Kilkenny, l for the county and city of Waterford, and 1 for the county of Antrim, and 
the county of the town of Canickfergus. 



* This a qualification in a county of a city, but not in a connty at large, 
t Tile Inspectors-General of Prisons though not including the Four Oour 



Courts Marshalsea in tlioir General Report, 
i it appears that there were 31 prisoners in 
the year having been 51, and that the total 
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The table as to bridewells is compiled in the Office of the Inspector-General of Prisons Prisons. 
from the returns made to that department, and when compared with 1864 it gives the Bridewells, 
following result: — (Table, p. 123>- 



Bridewells. 




rax.-' 


Total, 1865. j 


Total, 1864. 1 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


Number of Commitments, . 


14,868 


5,688 


20,556 


20,563 






Of whom were Drunkards, . 


7,991 


2,659 


10,650 i 


9,513 


1,137 1 


- 


Number supported at Public Expense, 


11,623 


5,25S 


16,881 
£ i. d. 


17,087 
£ t. d. 1 


£ a. d. 


206 


Total Cost, . 






6,417 0 


6,141 6 5 j 


275 14 3f. 

1 


" 



Tliis summary shows a serious increase in the number of commitments for drunkenness 
from 9,513 in 1864 to 10,650 in 1865. This is more serious, as the number of commit- 
ments in 1863 for drunkenness were only 8,109; there is, therefore, an increase in the 
two years of 2,541, or 30 per cent. 

The increase in 1865 is specially observable, as it has taken place, notwithstanding 
the passing of the "Beer-houses (Ireland) Act, 1864,” Stat. 27 & 28 Vic., c. 35. 



The number of commitments to 
civil process, was as follows : — 



Men and Boys, . 
Women aud Girls, 



ity gaols, inclusive of debtors, or commitments 



19,147 19,567 420 

13,710 14,244 534 



Gaols for Coun- 
ties, &c. 

(Tables 1-8, pp. 
124-138). 

Commitments. * 



Total, 



32,857 33,811 954 



Tbe number of commitments to gaols in Ireland during 1865, classified by sexes and 
classes of convictions, with tbe proportion per cent, of each, as compared with the 
corresponding proportion per cent, in England and Wales in 1864, is shown in the 
following summary : — 











Proportion per cent. 




Men and 


Women 


T b5L“ f 


Men an 


Boys. 


Women 


id Girls. 












England 
and Wales, 




■Kit 


For trial and tried at Assises and Sessions, 


2,623 


845 


3,468 


13-7 


14-8 


C-2 


12-2 




12,976 


11,564 


24,540 


67-8 


65- 


84-4 


70-5 


For want of sureties, . 


628 


595 


1,223 


3-3 


2-1 


4-3 


2-1 


On remand and discharged, . 


1,762 


658 


2,420 


9-2 


6-8 




.•8 


For debt and on civil process, 


725 


48 


773 


3-8 


9-3 






Military and Naval offences, . 


433 


- 


433 






~ 




Total, .... 


19,147 


13,710 


32,857 


100- 


100- 


100- 


100- 



It appears from this summary that the proportion of persons convicted at Assizes and 
Quarter Sessions, of debtors and of military and naval prisoners, is greater in England 
and Wales than in Ireland, whilst the proportion summarily convicted, and those 
unconvicted, is greater in Ireland than in England and Wales. 
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Prisons. The number and proportion of previous commitments in 1 865 is given in the following 
Gaols foTcoun- summary with the English proportion in 1864, for comparison 




The much larger number of men and boys than women and girls committed, verifies 
the well-known social law that women are in general less criminal than men, whilst the 
fact that recommitments of women are much more frequent than in the case of men is 
in strict accordance with another social law, that when women once enter into the paths 
of crime they become more criminal than men.® 

The following summary shows the ages and sexes of persons (except debtors and 
persons charged with military and naval offences) committed to the different county 
and county of city or of town gaols in 1S65. 



A s*»- The proportion of each sex at the different ages in the prisons in England and Wales 

in 1864 is added for comparison. 





and Boya. 






Proportion per cent. 


Men and Boys. 


Women and Girls. 




■Sgjt, 


Ireland, 


.MS., 


Under 12 years, . 

12 years and under 16, 
16 years and under 21, 
21 years and under 30, 
30 years and under 40, 
40 years and under 50, 
50 years and under 00, * 
Above 60 years, . 

Age not ascertained, 






61 

785 

3,545 

6,951 

3,193 

2,026 

896 

475 

57 


151 

1,787 

6,018 

2,833 

1,485 

529 

216 

18 


86 

936 

6,332 

13,569 

6,026 

3,511 

1,425 

691 


0-4 

19-8 

38-6 

17-7 

11-2 

5-0 

2-6 

0-3 


1- 5 
60 

20-7 

32-3 

190 

11-3 

5-3 

2- 7 
0-6 


0-2 

11 

131 

48-4 

10-8 

3'9 

1-6 

0-1 


0-5 

3- 4 
17-8 
35-7 
21-3 
13-6 

4- 7 
2-2 
0-8 


Total, . 


17,989 


13,662 


31,651 


100- 


100- 


100- 


100- 



It appears from this summary that the same general social law as to the ages of 
prisoners in county gaols prevails in Ireland as in England and Wales. There are 
however valuations, especially as to the greater excess by which the maximum of persons 
between 21 and 30 years of age exceed the other ages in both sexes in Ireland than in 
England and Wales, which suggest an inquiry as to the causes of the difference. 

The following summary shows the birthplace of the persons (other than debtors, and 
persons chaiged with military and naval offences) committed to the different county and 
county of city or of town gaols in Ireland in 1865. 



Tt i f hdepra f e ‘ 1 w “ m , en " e reco ““ 5tted “ sIlnwn b y the Inspectors-General of Prisons in their 
Report for 1864. It appears from that Report, p. xiv., that of the 201 persons committed between 20 and 30 
mnra’thfn ' ° f ‘f 8 1 ? 3 bet "‘ ee “ 30 and 50 ‘ ime3 > 127 we re females ; and that of the 90 committed 

more than 50 times, 84 were females, one woman having been committed so often as 194 times • and of the total 
number wno had undergone more than 20 commitments 373 were women and but 61 were men! 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




The proportion of persons horn in the same countries in the county prisons in England Prisons. 

and Wales in 1864 is given for comparison. Gaolij forCoun 




It appears from this summary that there were less than two per cent, of women and 
girls, and less than four per cent, of men and boys not of Irish birth in Irish gaols, whilst 
in England and Wales in 1864 there were 17 per cent, of men and boys and 27 per cent, 
of women and girls in English prisons not born in England and Wales, and of these 
strangers no less than 12 per cent, of the men and boys and 22 per cent, of the women 
and girls were of Irish birth. • 

There is a veiy small number of persons of Scotch birth in the English prisons, but 
it is remarkable that the number of women and girls, 2-7 per cent., is nearly double 1-7 
per cent, the number of men and boys, just as is the case of Irish emigrants. 

It is probable that in both cases it arises from the migration of women of bad character 
from the poorer to the wealthier parts of the kingdom. 

The following summary gives the degree of instruction of the same class of prisoners inst 

in gaols, as already referred to, in Ireland in 1S65, with the English proportion for 1864 
for comparison : — 



Dbgreb of Instruction. 


-X. 


px 


Tola) of 
both Sexes. 


Proportion per cent. 


| Men wnl Uoys. 


Women and Girls. 


■ss* 


England 
and Wales, 


Ireland, ^ 


| 


Neither read nor write, 

Bead, or read and write imperfectly, 
Bead and write well, .... 
Superior instruction, .... 
Instruction not ascertained, . 

Total, .... 


7,266 

5,543 

4,567 

145 

468 


7,291 

3,341 

2,916 

19 

95 


14,557 

8,884 

7,483 

164 

563 


40-4 

30'8 

25-4 

0-8 

2-6 


33-6 

59-2 

G-3 

0-2 

0-7 


53-4 

24-5 

21-4 

01 

0-6 


38-8 

2-5 

0-9 


17,989 


13,662 


31,651 


100- 


100- 


100- ' 


100- 



The comparison in this table shows that there is a larger per-centage of prisoners in 
Ireland entirely destitute of education than in England and Wales, whilst of those who 
are educated there is a larger per-centage who can read and write well. 
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Prisons. The following table shows a comparison between Ireland in 1865 and England and 
!s for Counties Wales in 1864, as regards the proportion per cent, of the prisoners in the various 
occupations : — 




Number of 
prisoners. 



In the Criminal Statistics of Ireland for 1864 the proportions were calculated for 
both sexes taken together, in this volume the proportionfor each sex has been calculated 
and compared with the English proportions, and the result is to show the same social 
law in both countries. The excess of factory workers and mechanics in England and 
Wales arising from the greater number employed in manufactures there, and the 
different proportion in domestic servants of the different sexes arising from the tax on 
man servants in England, which does not exist in Ireland, and the consequent greater 
proportional employment of women servants there. 

The following summary shows the number of prisoners in the different gaols in Ireland 
in 1865, compared with the corresponding number in England and Wales in 1864 : 

















‘““wLiiSt' G roti” T ° E 


Men 

and Boys. 


SSi 


both Seres. 


Total. 


anil Wales 


Irish Prisoners 
in 1865 in 

^England and 


is 

in 1864. 


Number in prison at the commence- 
ment of the year : — 
Criminals, . . . . | 


1,716 


881 


2,597 




4,950 






Debtors and Civil Process, . 1 


131 


IS 


144 


583 


158 


- 


14 


Total, . 


1,847 


894 


2,741 


18,900 


5,108 


- 


2,367 


Committed during the year, 


19,092 


13,719 


32,811 








dais 


Removed between local prisons 
during the year, . . . 1 


69 


1 


70 


4,239 


1,146 


- 


1,076 


Total, . 


21,008 


14,614 


35,622 


162,425 


43,898 


- 


8,276 
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The following summary shows the disposal of prisoners in the different gaols in Ireland Prisons. 
in 1865, compared with the corresponding numbers in England and Wales in 1864: — f or Counties 




These summaries exhibit the very satisfactory result of the prisoners in the Irish 
county gaols at both the beginning and the end of the year, being about half the number 
in proportion to population in the English county prisons; and yet the Irish prisoners 
appear to have been dealt with in a much more lenient way than the English prisoners, 
189 having been discharged on pardon or commutation of sentence, whilst only 34 were 
so discharged amongst an equal portion of the population in England and Wales, and 
619 having been released on bail, as compared with 194 under similar circumstances in 
England and Wales. 

The number sent to lunatic asylums in Ireland, 405, greatly exceeds 36, the propor- 
tionate number for England and Wales; but this arises from the state of the law, which 
still allows dangerous lunatics to be sent to gaols in Ireland, whilst they are sent direct 
to lunatic asylums in England and Wales, under Statute 1 & 2 Vic., c. 14, by which the 
power of sending dangerous lunatics to prisons in England was repealed in 1838. 



The following summary shows the number of persons tho different gaols in Ireland are Number of^ 
constructed to contain, the greatest number confined at one time, and the daily average ^“of^coni- 

modating. 

number: — 



Prisons constructed to contain . • • • 

Greatest number of prisoners confined at one time, 




Women 

and Girls. Total. 

2,048 7,144 

1,297 3,913 



Daily average of prisoners in the year, 



3,8oG 



E 2 
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Prisons. The following summary shows the punishments for prison offences in the different 
Gaols for Counties, & ao ^ s ™ Ireland in 1865, with the corresponding numbers for English prisons in 1864 : — 



prison offences. 


| ™ 




| English 


£jjjL 






| "a r* 




Total. 


Si 


Tlif 


'Whipping, 

Irons or handcuffs 

Solitary or dark cells, 

Stoppage of diet, .... 
Other punishments, 


12 

966 

366 

81 


6 

209 

117 

17 


18 

1,175 

483 

98 


120 

122 

16,531 

37,305 

3,577 


25 

3,442 

7,772 

745 


25 

2,267 

7,289 

647 


Total, 


1,435 


349 


1,774 


57,645 


12,009 


10,235 



The contrast between the Irish and English prisons shown by those figures is 
remarkable. There were 12,009 punishments inflicted in English prisons amongst 
3,856 prisoners (the Irish daily average number), whilst there were only 1,774 punish- 
ments inflicted in Irish prisons amongst the same daily average number of prisoners. 

Discipline was maintained in Ireland in 1865 without whipping, with less resort to irons 
or handcuffs, with about one-third the use of solitary or dark cells, and tire stoppage of 
diet in Ireland was only 483 times, as compared with 7,772 times in England and Wales. 

Number of officers The following summary shows the officers in Irish county gaols, with number of officers 

s 8 ‘ of each class iri the corresponding English prisons for comparison : — 




The chief points to be noticed in the Irish as compared with the English gaols in 
respect of officers is the greater staff of office re in Ireland, especially in officers of a 
superior class, the number of Chaplains in Ireland being 92 where there were only 38 
in England, and the Local Inspectors being entirely wanting in England. 

These figures are very important in connexion -with the maintenance of discipline in 
Irish gaols with so much less punishment for prison offences than in England. 

The following summary shows the expenses in detail, the total costs of gaols and of 
officers and prisoners, and the average charge per prisoner in Ireland in 1865, with the 
corresponding figures for England and Wales in 1864 : — 
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Cost and Average Charge of Prisoners and Gaols. 


Ireland, 1865. 






Avenge Colt PbISONS. 

Ga°' a fot Counties, 


X. Buildings and Establishment Charges: — 
Extraordinary Expenses: — 

Repayment of Money Borrowed, Interest, 
Ac., . ....... 

New Buildings, Additions, and Alterations, 


£ s. d. 

2,737 12 0 
1,481 7 8 


£ t. d. 

71,348 13 5 
45,536 6 3 


£ s. d. 

0 14 21 
0 7 8J 


£ s. d. (Jest of prisoners. 

3 17 1 
2 9 2 


Total, .... 


4,218 19 8 


11 G, 884 19 8 


1 1 10} 


6 6 3 


Ordinary Annual Charges : — 

Ordinary Repairs, 

Rent, Rates, Taxes, .... 

Fuel and Light, 

Furniture, Bedding, drc., .... 
Printing, Stationery, Books, . 

Removal of Prisoners, .... 
Other Establishment Charges, . 


3,G86 2 1J 
518 0 7 
5,646 17 9} 
1,885 11 8 
939 17 10 

2)l43 18 104 


19,428 3 6 
3,128 0 10 
31,463 3 4 
0,040 5 11 
6,503 1 1 
6,048 18 2 
24,423 13 9 


0 19 14 

0 2 7a 

1 9 3| 
0 15 94 
0 4 11' 
0 11 101 
0 11 H 


1 0 11} 

1 13 Ilf 
0 9 9} 
0 7 0} 
0 6 64 
16 4} 


Total, .... 


17,106 13 11} 


100,035 6 7 


4 14 9i 


5 8 1 


2. Officers : — 

Salaries and Fees 

Clothing and Allowances, 

Pensions, 


37.694 8 1 
4,S21 19 114 
3,183 7 9 


173,616 13 10 
10,250 19 1 
8,689 8 1 


9 15 64 
15 0 
0 16 4: 


9 7 G4 

0 11 0} 

0 9 4} 


Total, . 


45,669 16 9 4 


192,557 1 0 


11 16 10} 


10 8 0 


3. Prisoners 

Diet, 

Sick Allowances, Medicines, . 

Clothing, Washing, Cooking, . 

Earnings or other Payment on Discharge, 


11,899 11 10 
2,230 8 4 
2,910 3 9 
155 2 9 


100,751 18 4 
4,782 1 8 
32,782 14 10 
2,129 0 0 


3 1 8 
0 11 6 
0 15 1 
0 0 9 


5 8 10} 

0 5 2 

1 15 5} 
0 2 3J 


Total, 


17,195 6 9 


140,452 14 10 


4 9 2 


7 11 9 


Grand Total, 


84,190 16 2 


549,930 2 1 


23 2 9 


29 14 1 



The following summary shows the funds charged with the costs of county gaols in 
Ireland and in England : — 



— 


Ireland, 


England and Wains, 


ttr 


^PrSonejy^ 


Prison Receipts : — 

Profits of Prisoners’ Labour, . 

Vagrants’ Money applied to Maintenance, . 
Other small Contingent Receipts, 

Local Rates and Funds : — 

Of Comities, 

Of Cities or Boroughs, .... 

Of other Counties for Prisoners under Contract, 
Of other Cities or Boroughs, 

Public Revenues : — 

Proportion of the Charge for Convicted Pri- 
soners, 

Removal of Convicts, 

Customs — for Revenue Prisoners, 

Army and Navy — for Military and Naval 

Total, .... 
Grand Total, 


£ s. d. 
2,371 9 2 
1 14 6 , 
537 0 5 


£ 1. d. 

34,678 18 11 
96 7 7 
11,574 14 8 


£ .. J 

0 12 34 
0 2 94 


£ s. d. 
1 17 5} 
0 0 1} 
0 12 6 


2,910 4 1 

56,111 17 64 
19,022 0 2* 
152 3 2 


46,350 1 2 

289,185 16 6 
85,306 18 8 
2,303 8 6 
18,161 9 9 


0 15 1 : 

14 11 0} 
4 18 7} 
0 0 94 


2 10 1 

15 12 5} 
4 12 2 
0 2 5} 
0 19 74 


75,286 0 10} 

7,477 11 6 
215 2 9 
510 19 3 


394,957 13- 5 

101,699 14 5 
3,459 9 S 
283 19 4 

3,179 4 1 


19 10 54 

1 IS 10 
0 0 04 
0 1 1} 

0 2 7} 


21 6 84 

5 9 10} 
0 0 3} 
0 3 5} 


8,212 2 0 


108,622 7 6 


2 2 7} 


5 17 44 


86,408 6 llij 


549,930 2 1 


22 8 2} 


29 14 1 



It appears from these summaries that the cost of the mere official staff of officers in 
Irish prisons already noticed is only £l 8s. lOd. per head above the cost in England and 
Wales, while the total cost per head of each prisoner in Ireland is only £22 2s. SJ., in 
England it is £29 14s. Id. 
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Pbisoks. The following summary shows the result of a comparison of the returns from the 
— Directors of Convict Prisons for 1865 with those for 1S64 




It appears from this summary that there was a diminution of 126 in the number of 
convicts received during the year, from 438 in 1864 to 312 in 1865, being at the rate of 
2S per cent., indicating a diminution to that extent in the more serious offences for which 
severe punishments were inflicted during the year. 

There was an increase in the number let out on tickets-of-leave from 305 in 1864 to 
310 in 1865. The number of tickets-of-leave granted in England amongst an equal 
number of convicts disposed of in 1864 was 331. 

There was also an increase in the number of those discharged on the termination of 
their sentence, from 75 in 1864 to 96 in 1865, but this number is higher than 29, the 
number discharged on the termination of their sentence in England amongst an equal 
number of convicts disposed of in 1864. 

State of Convict The state of the different convict establishments during the year 1 865 is shown in the 
foiknvfagUbl.:— 







^Received 




EgS 


Custody. 




Males. 

Separate Confinement — 

Mountjoy Male, .... 


202 


247 


216 


31 


202 


221 


Public Works and Invalid Establishment — 
Spike Island, including Port Carlisle, . 


977 


195 


228 


103 


841 


901 


Intermediate Prisons — 

SraitUfield, including Lusk, 


93 


223 


7 


194 


115 


105 


Total, . ... 


1,272 


665 


451 


328 


1,158 


1,227 


Females. 
Mountjoy Female Prison, 


504 


98 


- 


123 


479 


486 


Total Males and Females, . 


1,776 


763 


451 


451 


1,637 


1,713 
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The returns show the total number of persons employed in all the prisons on the estab- Prisons. 
lishment as follows ConvirtPrison 

Males. Females. Total. 

Governors, Deputy-Governors, and Superintendents, 3 1 4 Establishment. 

Chaplains, and Assistant-Chaplains, 18 - 18 

Lecturer, Schoolmasters, and Schoolmistresses, 8 4 12 

Medioal Officers and Apothecaries, 7 - 7 

Clerks, 6 1 7 

Subordinate Officers, 184 39 223 

Civil Guards, . — — - 

Total Establishment, .... 226 45 271 



The actual expense of the different prisons, and the annual cost per prisoner under Cost of Convict 
distinct heads, are given in the following tables : — 









Prisons Expenses. 






Convict Prisons. 


Total Establishment 


Total Officers’ and 


Diet, Clothiog, &e.. 


Gross Total 


Not Total Expenses, 
Total Receipts. 


Separate Confinement — 
Mountjoy Male, 

Mountjoy Female, 

Public Works and Invalids — 
Spike Island <b Fort Carlisle, 

Intermediate Prisons — 
Smithfield and Lusk, . 


£ s. d. 
622 2 11 
743 8 9 

1,339 7 1 

313 9 2 


£ s. d. 
3,709 18 1 
3,422 12 9 

7,574 18 0 

1,588 16 11 


£ i. d. 
1,579 4 8 
3,125 17 8 

6,674 12 0 

794 3 1 


£ s. d. 
5,911 5 8 
7,291 19 2 

15,488 17 1 

2,696 9 2 


£ t . d. 

5,630 12 6 
6,602 18 5 

15,162 2 2 

1,790 8 8 


Summary, 


3,018 7 11 


16,296 5 9 


12,073 17 5 


31,388 11 1 


29,186 1 9 


Deduct estimated Value of Wor 


k of Prisoners o: 


a Public Works, &c., not paid fo: 


r in Cash, 


15,117 13 9 




Net estimated Total Cost, 






14,068 8 0 







ANN, 


jxl Cost per Paiso 


«■ 




Convict Prisons. 




Officers’ and 


Diet, Clothing, &c.. 


Charge. 


Net Annual 


Separate Confinement — 
Mountjoy Male, 
Mountjoy Female, 


£ s. d. 
2 16 3 
1 10 7 


.£ s. d. 
16 15 8 
7 0 10 


£ i. d. 

7 2 11 
6 8 7 


£ s. d. 
26 14 11 
15 0 1 


£ s. d. 
25 9 6 
13 11 7 


Public Works and Invalids — 
Spike Island tfc Fort Carlisle, 


1 9 9 


8 8 2 


7 5 11 


17 3 9 


16 16 6 


Intermediate Prisons — 
Smithfield and Lnsk, . 


2 19 9 


15 2 7 


7 11 3 


25 13 7 


16 1 11 


Summary, 


1 15 3 


9 10 3 


7 0 11 


18 6 6 


17 0 9 


Deduct for estimated Value of Work of Prisoner 


■s on Public Wor 


■ks, etc., not paid for in Cash, . 


8 16 6 




Net Annual Charge, 






8 4 3 



The Inspector of Befoimatoiy Schools has made retains in forms somewhat similar to 
those in the English Judicial Statistics. 

There are 4 reformatory schools for boys, and 5 for girls in Ireland. Of these, 3 are (Tablcsl-3, PP . 
for Protestants— 2 for boys and 1 for girls ; and 6 for Roman Catholics— 2 for boys and 
4 for girls. Tbe total number committed in 1865 was 160. Of these, 118 were boys 
and 42 girls ; 137 were Roman Catholics, and 23 Protestants. 
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Prisons. The terms of detention of the offenders committed in 1865 were as follow : — 



Reformatory 

Schools. 



Terms of detention 
in reformatories. 



Previa 



jus imprisonment — 

14 days, .... 

1 month and above 14 days, 

2 months and above 1 month, 
4 months and above 2 mouths, 
Above 4 months, 



98 

57 



Subsequent detention in 

3 years, . 

4 years, . 




3 

15 

19 

123 

160 



Position as regards 
parental control of 
boys and girls in 
reformatories. 



The number committed on indictment before Judges of the Superior Courts, the 
Recorder of Dublin, and the Chairmen of Quarter Sessions, was 33, or 20 per cent, of 
the entire number; and 127, or 79 per cent., were committed on summary convictions 
before Justices. These numbers show a decrease upon the numbers in 1864 of 30 boys, 
and an increase of 6 girls, giving a total decrease of 24. 

As 32 per cent, were committed on indictments in 1864, it appeal's that a decreased 
proportion has been committed from the higher tribunals in 1865. In England and 
Wales in 1864, 25'4 per cent, were committed on indictment. 

The position of those committed to reformatories in Ireland, as to parental control, is 
shown by the following table : — 



Parents dead, . . 52 1 

Deserted by parents 10 

Otherwise uncontrolled hy parents, .... 15 

Total not under parental control, . . 86 

Under parental control, 10 

Total, 90 



22 

9 

4 

12 

17 

64 



Total. 

74 

19 

13 

27 

133 

27 

160 



Ages and state of 
instruction of boys 
and girls in refor- 
matories. 



It appeai-s from this table that of the entire number of boys and girls in reformatory 
schools, 160, only 17, or 10 per cent., were under the control of both parents, and only 
27, or 17 per cent., under the control of one or both parents, showing that reformatories 
ai'e really supplying to their inmates the want of parental control and support, which 
may be taken as the chief cause of the crimes of those committed to reformatories. 

This want of parental control and support is further shown in the state of education 
as indicated in the following table : — 



Ages and State op Instruction of Bovs 


Age.no 


AgeiUl, 


Aged 12, 


Aged 13, 


Aged 14, 


Aged 15, 


Under 10, 






umler. 


above 10. 


above 11 . 


above 12. 


above 13. 


above 14. 


above 15. 


loUd. 


Neither read nor write, . . . | 

Read or read and write imperfectly, 
Read and write well, 

Superior instruction, 

Instruction not ascertained, . 


12 

3 


5 


12 

12 


13 

10 

1 

2 


13 

14 
5 
2 


13 : 

13 | 
7 | 


5 

10 | 


73 

67 

15 


Total 


15 


10 


26 


>6 


34 


33 


16 


160 



It appears from this summary that of the entire number, 160, only 15, or 9 per cent 
could read and mite mil, and 5, or 3 per cent., of superior instruction, ’leaving 8S per 
cent, until a neglected education; it also appears that 73 of the entire number or 46 
per cent., were entirely ignorant, being unable to read or write. 

In Ireland there are no certified Industrial Schools, the Consolidated Statute for 
maintaining these schools in England and Scotland (29 & 30 Vic., c. 118) not having 
been extended to this country. 

It appears from the Police returns that the class for whose benefit Industrial Schools 
are intended is proportionally more numerous in Ireland than in England and Wales, the 
3,475 vagrants and tramps in Ireland under 16 years of age being 1,663 in excess of 
1,812, the number to be found in an equal population in England and Wales in 1864. 
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The statutable provisions as to Justices dealing with dangerous lunatics are different Prisons. 
in Ireland from what they are in England and Wales. OriminrfL^natio 

In England and Wales Justices were, so far back as 1800, by stat. 39 and 40 Geo. III., (Tables 1-6, pp. 
c. 94, empowered to commit dangerous lunatics to gaols, not to be bailed, except by two 142-145.) 
Justices, but in 1S38, by stat. 1 and 2 Vic., c. 14, this power of committing to gaols was 
repealed. 

Justices in England are now authorized to commit to county asylums, and where 
there is no asylum, tr some public hospital or house duly licensed for the reception of 
insane persons, to ascertain the settlement of the lunatic, and charge the local rates with 
his support ; or if the settlement be not ascertained, to charge the Treasurer of the 
county or place where he is apprehended. Relatives are enabled to take lunatics after 
committal under their own care on giving sufficient recognizance for their good behaviour 
and safe custody. 

In 1838, the same year- that the power of committing dangerous lunatics to gaols was 
taken away in England and Wales, Justices were for the first time enabled to commit 
to gaols in Ireland by stat. 1 and 2 Vic., c. 27, and all dangerous lunatics committed 
under that Act have to be committed to gaols in Ireland in the first instance, and are 
removed from thence to county lunatic asylums by order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

There appeai-s to be no provision, as in England, enabling Justices to send the lunatics 
to licensed private asylums when the county asylums are full. 

The number of criminal lunatics in gaols and asylums, and the number discharged 
and under detention, are shown by the following summary 




If the number of criminal lunatics in custody be compared with those in an equal 
population in England and Wales in 1864, we get the following result 







Total. 




Irish Criminal | 

in equal ^PojmKta j 
and Wales in | 


Irish Criminal 
custody bUMS 


Bomaining under detention at end of year, 


| 2,436 


1,008 


272 


| 2.164 





It appears from to comparison that there we nearly eight tines a, many erimteri 
lunatics under detention in 1865 in Ireland, in proportion to population, as in England 

rfS. difference torn. .» important subject of inquiry, n-hether it arises 
from the larger proportion of police in Ireland, or from the mnaller number of private 
asylums and smaller number of dangerous lunatics supported by then friends as mere 
lunatics,' or from the apparently greater P»ralence of drunkenness indicated by lie 
police statistics, or fern any other difference in the cncumstance of the tyro countries. 

The offences with avhich the criminal lunatics under detention n-ere charged are 
completely returned as to 1,103 of the 1,333 under detention in gaols, but the returns 
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from the asylums are imperfect ; and the cause of this imperfection will be inquired 
into before the forms are settled for 1S66. 



SuHMART OB 
Conclusions in 
Keport. 



The following is a Summary of some of the principal conclusions in this Report 
on the Irish Criminal Statistics for 1865. 

1 . The year- 1865 presents a smaller number of persons for trial at Assizes, Dublin Com- 
mission Court, and Quarter Sessions, than any year during the last ten, and shows a 
reduction of 3,442 from 7,099 in 1856, to 4,657 in 1865, being upwards of 34 per cent. 
Allowing 12 per cent, for reduction of population, the diminution of serious crime in 
Ireland in ten yearn would amount at least to 22 per cent., or nearly one-fourth. 

2. The only unfavourable feature of importance in the statistics of those for trial in 
1865 as compared with 1864, is the increase in treasonable-felony from 11 cases in 1864 
to 41 in 1865, being an increase of 273 per cent. The increase is more remarkable 
when it is considered that there were no cases of treasonable-felony in 1863. 

3. In connexion with the efforts to extend manufactures in Ireland the statistics 
afford very satisfactory results. There were only two persons for trial for destroying 
machines or goods in process of manufacture in 1 865. The number for trial for riot and 
feloniously demolishing buildings, machinery, &c., were 10 in 1S63, 5. in 1864, and only 
1 in 1865. For offences connected with conspiracies or combinations to raise the rate 
of wages, there was not a single person for trial in either 1863, 1864, or 1865. These 
statistics are highly creditable to the tradesmen and labouring classes engaged in manu- 
factures. 



4. The number of persons executed in 1865 was 4, being 1 less than 5, the number 
which 20 executions in England and Wales in 1S64 would give in a portion of the popula- 
tion equal to that of Ireland. 

5. The verdicts of Coroners’ juries of wilful murder were 70 in Ireland, being 2 less 
than 72, the number which the 2C7 verdicts for murder in England and Wales in 1S64 
would give iu a population equal to that of Ireland. 



6. In the verdicts of Coroners’ juries infanticide or murder of children under 1 year 
is distinguished from murders of persons above 1 year; and it appears that infanticides 
were more numerous in England and Wales, and other murdera in Ireland. Thus the 
number which the 203 verdicts of infanticide in England and Wales in 1S64 would give in 
a population equal to that of Ireland is 55, whilst the number of verdicts of infanticide 
m Ireland was only 39 ; on the other hand, whilst the 64 other verdicts of murder in 
England and Wales would give only 17 for Ireland, there were 31 returned. 

7. Infanticides as compared with other murders are excessive in both countries • 
as there are 2'4 children under 1 year of age in Ireland in every 100 of the 
population, it follows that the 39 infanticides are 52 times the number of murders which 
occurred in Ireland m 1S65, amongst the same number of persons at other age-periods 

8. The 55 infanticides in England and Wales, in a portion of the population equal to 
that ot Ireland, was 100 times the number of murders in England and Wales in 1864 
amongst the same number of persons at other age-periods. 

9. The statistics of infanticide indicated by the verdicts of Coronets' inries in both 

countries «e vmy startling, and resting as they do upon the sworn wordici of a number 
of independent Junes, before diderent Coroners, in all parts of both countries, the statistics 
rjSSSSCT" ^*ntieide,hich,, to 



in 7 " 7,1 7 0ff ” 0e * ( ”‘ dis '’“ Bd ° f “”“»%> » Ireland 

"i jf J b<, " g 4 > 033 ' " 29 T»r la* than 13 ,H», the number in 

1S6* rna corresponding portion of the population of England and Wales 

rd,™ed llTTT*" ff *“7*7 " diCaW ^ T «f indictable offence, 

returned by the Police, and not disposed of summarily, correspond with those observed 
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last year, tlie most unfavourable features being malicious offences against property, riots, Scmsur? of 

assaults, inflicting bodily harm, and other assaults. ' export. 

12. In offences against property there is a much smaller number than in a correspond- 

; n w portion of the population in England and Wales. In the offences of attempts to 
murder, shooting at, wounding, stabbing, &c., to do bodily ham, and manslaughter, the 

Irish statistics are more favourable than the English, as also in unnatural offences, rape 
and immoral offences, in perjury, and in attempts to commit suicide. 

13. In the minor cases of indictable offences (determined summarily) there are the 
same characteristics as the tables of graver cases (not determined summarily) ; the number 
of such offences is 21,257, being 3,289, or 13 per cent, less than the number in an equal 
portion of the population in England and Wales in 1864 ; there is also less of tlreft 
and of crimes of the low moral tone indicated by aggravated assaults on women and 
children than in England and Wales. On the other hand, there is a greater prevalence 
of malicious offences in Ireland. 

1 4. There appears to be a greater excess of the less serious offences reported by the 
police and disposed of summarily, the number in Ireland being 212,622, as compared 
witlr 94,619, in a corresponding portion of the population of England and Wales. Tlie 
excess of 104,036 (after deducting 13,967 for offences unclassed) is more than accounted 
for by the excess of offences under the four following heads : Drunkenness, 56,922 ; 
offences against Acts of Parliament, such as Ways Acta, Pawnbrokers’ Act, Revenue 
Laws, &c., 35,877 ; offences against Local Acts, and Nuisances Acte, 2,421 ; common 

assaults, 11,232; making a total of 106,452. 

15. That the excess of minor offences reported by the police most probably aiises 
from the police being twice tbe number in proportion to population in England and 
Wales, is shown by tlie statistics as to prostitutes. Thus while it appears from the police 
tables that the number of prostitutes known to the police in Ireland in 1SG5 was 3,457, 
as compared with 7,593, in an equal portion of the population in England and Wales in 
1864- there were 4,427 charges against prostitutes under the Vagrant Acts in Ireland 
in 1865 as compared with 2,007 in an equal portion of the population in England and 



Wales in 1864. , , ..... 

16 The comparison as to criminal classes with those m England .and Wales exhibits 
a very satisfactory remit, that notwithstanding the largo nomlrer of Police m Ireland, 
the number of criminal classes, other than vagrants and tramps, known to the Police 
was only 11,444, being less than one-lialf 23,923, the number in a corresponding portron 

ofthe population hr England and Wales in 18G4. , , . , 

■ 1? In consequence of the difference hr the Poor laws and m the laws as to Industrial 
Schools hr both countries, the vagrants and tramps are distinguished from the other 
criminal classes, and the returns exhibit a decease in the criminal classes known to the 
Police ether than vagrants and tramps, as compand with 1864; but there is an increase 
in the number of juvenile delinquent!, especially amongst vagrants and tramps, and also 
a very large increase in the number of vagrants and tramps above 16 years of age. 

la’ In connexion with the increase of juvenile delinquents the total absence of 
Industrial Schools in Ireland should be borne in mind. Dnriry the past Sessmn the 
law as to Industrial Schools has been consolidated for England and Wales by Statute 
29 and 30 Vic c. 118 ; but this valuable code of laws commencing m the year 1854, 
by sfafah, 1? and 18 Vic., o. 86, and amended by success™ enactment!, after ten 

r ”"' ^f. d f“in Ireland amon.thrg to 1,203, is 

vey small when the difference between tbe proportion of the poor in receipt of Poor 
very » -RWIand and Wales is taken into consideration. The 

L*’ ^ h,™ * tXrf StL dinl865.66was52,121in»,rkhouse», 
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Sohhary op receipt of relief in 1864, in a portion of the population of England and Wales equal to 
Co =B in that of 1^^. 

— T ' 20. The Dublin Metropolitan Police is 1 to 296 of the population, whilst in the 

London district the force is 1 to 440 of the population. In the rest of Ireland the 
Police is 1 to 448 of the population, and in the rest of England and Wales 1 to 1,085 of 
the population. 

21. In Dublin 46 per cent, of the cost of the Police is paid from the local taxes, and 
in London 75 per cent, of the cost is so paid. In the rest of Ireland 4 per cent, of the 
cost of the Police is paid out of the local taxes, and in the rest of England and Wales 78 
per cent, is so paid. 

22. The 1,134 Dublin Metropolitan Police are 371 in excess of the London proportion; 
the entire cost of this excess, £28,060, is defrayed from the general taxes, and the Dublin 
district gains £5,411 besides by the Irish rule of contribution; so that in Dublin 
£33,471 is granted from the general taxes for Police more than would be granted if the 
London rule of contribution was followed. 

23. The 12,193 Police in the rest of Ireland is 7,156 in excess of the English propor- 
tion of Police to population, the entire cost of this excess, £399,617, is defrayed from the 
general taxes, and the rest of Ireland gains £189,211 besides by the Irish rule of 
contribution ; so that in Ireland outside the Dublin district £588,828 is granted from the 
general taxes for Police more than would be granted if the English rule of contribution 
were followed. 

24. In the Statistics of Jurors’ Sessions the different districts present great diversity 
in the number of qualified Jurors in proportion to population, from 1 in 58 of the popu- 
lation in Carlow to 1 in 357 of the population in Sligo. This arises in part from the 
greater or less extent to which the leasehold tenure, upon which the qualification mainly 
depends, has been replaced in different districts by a yearly tenancy, which is not 
except in towns a qualification for a Juror. 

25. The diversity of the number of Jurors arises in part from the extent to which 
the statutable provisions as to the qualifications appear not to be observed. It appears 
that in no less than 26 districts out of 71 from which returns were received, that 2,861 
persons were returned as Jurors with other than the statutable qualifications, being 7- 6 
per cent, of 37,733, the entire number of Jurors returned. 

26. The number of criminal lunatics in Ireland under detention at the end of the 
year 1865 was 2,436, being 2,164 in excess of 272, the number under detention at the 
end of 1864, in a portion of the population of. England and Wales equal to that of 
Ireland. 

27. In the commitments to bridewells there is a serious increase in the number of 
commitments for drunkenness, the numbers being 8,109 in 1863 ; 9,513 in 1864 ; and 
10,650 in 1865. 

28. In the number of commitments to county gaols there is a falling off of .954 from 
33,811 in 1864 to 32,857 in 1865. 

29. From the statistics of the birthplace of prisoners it appears there were less than 
2 per cent, of the women and girls, and less than 4 per cent, of the men and boys not 
of Irish birth in Irish gaols, whilst in England and Wales there were 17 per cent, 
of the men and boys, and 27 per cent, of the women and girls in English prisons not 
bom in England and Wales, and of these strangers no less than 12 per cent, of the 
men and boys and 22 per cent, of the women and girls were of Irish birth. 

30. In the education of the prisoners it appears that 40 per cent, of men and boys 
and 53 per cent, of the women and girls in Irish gaols could neither read nor write, 
being larger per-centages entirely destitute of education than the English per-centages of 
33 per cent, of men and boys and 38 per cent, of women and girls. On the other hand, 25 
per cent, of men and boys and 21 per cent, of women and girls in Irish gaols could 
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read and write well. This is a marked contrast to the 6 per cent, of men and boys and ^^unY^oi 
2 per cent, of women and girls in the English gaols returned as able to read and write Uek>kt. 
well. 

31. The statistics of the Irish gaols exhibit the very satisfactory result of the 
prisoners therein, both at the beginning and end of the year 1865, being about half the 
number in proportion to population in the English county prisons ; and yet the Irish 
prisoners appear to have been dealt with in a much more lenient way than the English 
prisoners, 189 having been discharged on pardon or commutation of sentence, whilst 
only 34 were so discharged amongst an equal portion of the population in England and 
Wales, and 619 having been released on bail as compared with 194 under similar 
circumstances in England and Wales. 

32. With respect to punishments for prison offences the contrast between the 
Irish and English prisons is remarkable. There were 12,009 punishments inflicted in 
English prisons amongst 3,856 prisoners (the Irish daily average number), whilst there 
were only 1,774 punishments inflicted in Irish prisons amongst the same daily average- 
number of prisoners. 

33. Discipline was maintained in the Irish gaols without whipping, with less 
resort to irons or handcuffs, with about one-third the use of solitary or dark cells, and 
the stoppage of diet in Ireland was only 483 times as compared with 7,772 times in 
England and Wales amongst an equal daily average number of 3,856 prisoners. 

34. In connexion with the maintenance of discipline in Irish gaols the greater 
proportion of officers, especially officers of a superior class, is to be observed the number 
of Chaplains in Ireland being 92, where there were only 38 in England, and the Local 
Inspectors being entirely wanting in England. 

35. In convict prisons there was a d imin ution in the number of convicts received 
during the year from 438 in 1864, to 312 in 1865, being at the rate of 28 per cent., 
indicating a diminution to that extent in the more serious offences for which severe 
punishments were inflicted in 1865. 

36. There was a decrease of 24 in the numbers sent to reformatory schools in Ireland 
in 1865 as compared -with the numbers in 1864. 

37. Of the entire number of 160 boys and girls in reformatory schools only 17, or 
10 per cent., were under the control of both parents, and only 27, or 17 per cent., 
under the control of one or both parents, showing that reformatories are really supplying 
to their inmat^g the want of parental control and support, which may be taken as the 
chief cause of the crime of those committed to reformatories. 

W. NEILSON HANCOCK. 
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Police Tables, showing Establishments and Costs, Number of Criminal Classes known to 
the Police, Number of Crimes Committed and Persons Apprehended, Number of 
Persons proceeded against Summarily, and Character of Persons proceeded against 
in each Police District ; compiled from Returns furnished at the request of His 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, by the Constabulary of Ireland and the 
Dublin Metropolitan Police, and by the Town Clerks of Cities and Towns. 

ALSO, 

Rbitohs from Cotoners as to Inquests, furnished at the request of His Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant. 
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'o Table 1. Establishments (1.) — Constabulary of Ireland : 



IV . Amount charged to Counties, Ac., for extra Force, 



2. Establishments (2.) — Dublin Metropolitan Police : 

Part I. Office of Commissioners ofPoIico, with Cost of Establishment, and Propor- 
tion paid by Her Majesty’s Treasury, ..... 

» IL Establishment in Divisions, with Cost of Establishment, and Proportion 
paid by Her Majesty’s Treasury, . 

,, IIL Dublin Police Courts, with Cost of Establishment, and Proportion paid by 
Her Majesty’s Treasury, ..... 



3. Establishments (3.) — Local Force of Town Constables, Watchmen, &c., of Towns under 

Town Councils and Town Commissioners, with Population and Costs, and source of 
Payment, . -. . ... . 

4. Criminal Classes.— Humber of known Depredators, Offenders, and Suspected Persons at 

large in each Police District, and of the Houses they frequent, 

5. Indictable Offences.— Number of Crimes committed in each Police District (so far as 

known to the Police), Number of Persons apprehended, and the disposal of the 
charges against them, . . _ 1 



„ 5. Indictable Offences.— Number of Crimes committed in each Police District (so far as 

known to the Police), Number of Persons apprehended, and the disposal of the 
charges against them, . . _ 1 

„ 6. Indictable Offences.— Nature of the Crimes committed in each Polioo District (so far as 

known to the Police), ... 

„ 7. Indictable Offences._Totol and Nature of the Crimes committed (so far as known to 

were toposcdof Namber ° f Per30n ° a PP rell ended, and the Manner in which they 

„ 8. Offends determined Sumniarily.-Result of the Proceedings in each Police District 

against the Persons whose Cases were determined Summarily by the Justices, 

” ° ff ir^h e K Pereon8 P TOCeadad before Justices 

I” 61011 Pence District, specifying the Offences, ..... 

„ 10. Offenres detc^ined Summarily Total and Nature of the Offences for which Persons 

were proceeded against Summarily before Justices, and the Result of the Proceedings, 

" 1 ■' a Mta UU « 

Coeoxebs’ Inquests. 

Number of Inquests, with Ages of Deceased, Finding of the Jmy, and Costs, . 



, vide Toole of Criminal Proceeding?, page 117. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




IRELAND. 



49 











50 



IRELAND. 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





IRELAND. 



51 







52 



IRELAND. 





IRELAND. 



53 








54 IRELAND. 

POLICE TABLE 4.-CTIMKAL CLASSES — EETUBK of the HUMBER of too™ Deekdatoe., Offenders, and Subfected Ierroks at Large, within the Joe 

each Police District in Ireland, in the month of September, 1865, and of the HOUSES THEY FREQUENT. ' “nos of 
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IRELAND. 



POLICE TABLE 4. — CRIMINAL CLASSES. — RETURN of tlie NUMBER of known Depredators, Offenders, and Suspected Persons at Large, within tire Juris 

each Police District in Ireland, in the month of September, 1865, and of the HOUSES THEY FREQUENT continued. ICT, ° S ° f 
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POLICE TABLE 4.— CRIMINAL CLASSES— RETURN of the NUMBER of known Depredators, Offehders, and Scspected Persons at Large, within the Jurisdiction 
of each Police District in Ireland, in the month of September, 1865, and of the HOUSES THEY FREQUENT— ranimuei/. 
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IRELAND. 



POLICE TABLE 4.— CRIMINAL CLASSES.— RETURN of the NUMBER of known Dephedatobs, Offenders, and Suspected Persons at Large, within the jBaisotcnos 
of each Police District in Ireland, in the month of September, 1865, and of the HOUSES THEY FREQUENT — concluded. 
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POLICE TABLE 5 — RETURN OF INDICTABLE OFFENCES (Dot Disposed of Summarily). Number of Crimes Committed in each Police Distbict (so far as kn 

the Police), the Number of Persons Apprehended, and the Disposal of the Charges against them, in the Tear ended 31st December, 1865— cotuimud. ^ * 
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POLICE TABLE 5— RETURN OP INDICTABLE OFBENCES (not Disposed of Summarily}. Number of Chimes Committed in each Police District (so far as blown 
the Police), the Number of Persosb Apprehended, and the Disposal, of the Charcbs against them, in the Tear ended 31st December, 1865 — continued. 
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POLICE TABLE 6. — RETURN OF INDICTABLE OFFENCES (not Disposed of Summarily). Nature of the c B1 
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IRELAND. 
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POLICE TABLE 8— RETURN OP PERSONS PROCEEDED AGAINST POR OFPENCES DETERMINED SUMMARILY. Result of the Proceedings, in each p 0UCE 
District, against the Persons whose Cases were Determined So simariet by the Justices, in the Year ended 31st December, 1865 — continued. 
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POLICE TABLE 9.— RETURN OF PERSONS PROCEEDED AGAINST FOR OFFENCES DETERMINED SUMMARILY. Total Ndmo 






74 



IRELAND. 






IRELAND. 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






IRELAND. 



77 







IRELAND. 



POLICE TABLE ll.-RETIJBN OP CLASS OP PERSONS PROCEEDED AGAINST in each Pouce District, on Indictmest, and Smnuim, in the Year ended tie 
31st December, 1865 — • continued . 







IRELAND. 



POLICE TABLE 11.— CHARACTER OF CRIMINALS— RETURN OF CLASS OF PERSONS PROCEEDED AGAINST in each Police District, on Ihoictheht, and 
Summarily, in the Tear ended the 31st December, 1866 — concluded. 
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Ilf QUESTS. — RETURN OF THE HUMBER OF INQUESTS Feld in the Tear 1865, touching the Cause of Death of any Person 
Salaries, Fees, Allowances, and Expenses. 



ouht of the Costs, induing 



a, and the To 
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CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS— IRELAND. 



Account showing Costs of Criminal Proceedings for Year ending 1st of October, 1864, 
viz. : — The Sums paid by Her Majesty’s Treasury for Criminal Prosecutions at 
Assizes, the Dublin Commission Court, and Quarter Sessions, and for Proceedings 
at Petty Sessions, Inquests, and Police Courts, with Number of Prosecutions and 
Amount of Costs under each Head. 



ALSO, 

Number of Persons for Trial at Assizes, the Dublin Commission Court, and Quarter 
Sessions in the Year 1864, the Offences with which they were charged, and the 
Result of the Proceedings, showing the Acquitted and Discharged, and the Sentences 
of those Convicted ; returned by the Clerks of the Crown and Peace, pursuant to 
7 Geo. IV., c. 74, s. 67, and compared with the Records of the Gaols. 



Proceedings at Petty Sessions, viz. : — Informations, Cases Adjudicated Summarily, 
Cases returned for Trial, and Civil Cases. 

ALSO, 

Proceedings at Quarter Sessions, viz., Number of Appeals from Magistrates, Applica- 
tions for Spirit Licences, and Bills of Indictment disposed of. 

ALSO, 

Proceedings before the Court for the Consideration of Crown Cases reserved. 

ALSO, 

Proceedings at Jurors’ Sessions, from returns by Clerks of the Peace. 
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Costs oh Criminal Proceedings. 

Account of Sums paid by Her Majesty’s Treasury, with Number of Prosecutions, and Costs under Gass 
of Courts, 

Assizes, the Dublin Commission Court, and Quarter Sessions. 

Table 1. Persons for Trial, with, the Result of the Proceedings, ..... 

!. Age, and Sex, and Degree of Instruction of Persons for Trial, .... 

I. Number of Persons for Trial in each County, with the Result of tho Proceedings, 

1. Ages, Sex, and Degree of Instruction of Persons for Trial in each County, 

5. Number and Sexes of Persons for Trial for the various Offences in each County, 

3. Comparative Number of Persons Convicted and Not Convicted in each of the last Ten Years, 
with the Offences with which they were Convicted or stood charged, 

I. Number of Persons for Trial, and the Number Convioted and not Convicted in each County 
in each of the lost Ten Years, ........ 

B. Comparative Table showing the Sex of the Persons for Trial in each of the last Ten Years, and 
Number in each County, respectively, ....... 

Petit Sessions. 

Table showing Number of Informations, Cases Adjudicated Summarily, and Cases returned for Trial, 
with Civil Cases, Pees, Pines, and Penalties, ...... 



Quarter Sessions. 

Appeals from Magistrates, Applications for Spirit Licences, and Bills of Indictment disposed of, . 117 

Couet eor the Consideration op Crown Cases Reserved. 

Return showing Cases reserved, Court before which Cases stood for Trial, with Offences charged, and 

Judgment, 11T 

Juroes' Sessions. 

Tables of Proceedings in revision of Jurors’ Lists, from Returns by Clerks of the Peace, . . 118 



* Including Civil Proceedings at Petty Sessions, and Appeals from Magistrates, and Applications for Spirit Licences at 
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92 IRELAND. 

CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AT ASSIZES, COMMISSION, AND QUARTER SESSIONS.— TABLE S—Showing FOR EACH COUNTY, &c., the NUMBER of Peusom 
for TRIAL in the Year 1863, and the RESULT of the PROCEEDINGS. " i0NS 
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94 IRELAND. 

CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AT ASSIZES, COMMISSION, AND QUARTER SESSIONS.— TABLE 5.— Showing EOR EACH COUNTY, 4c., the NUMBER 
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SEXES of PERSONS for TRIAL in the Tear 1865, and the TOTAL NUMBER of such PERSONS CONVICTED or CHARGED for each OFFENCE. 
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md NOT CONVICTED in each of tbs last Ten Tears (1865-1866), and the OFFENCES with which they 



CONVICTED or stood CHARGED. 
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CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AT ASSIZES. COMMISSION, AND QUARTER SESSIONS-TABLE 8.— COMPARATIVE TABLE showing the SEX of th 

for TRIAL in each of the last Ten Tears (1865-18S6), and the NUMBER in each COUNTT. Ac., respectively. 6 ERS0SS 
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PETTI SESSIONS COURTS.— TABLE showing NUMBER of INFORMATIONS, CASES ADJUDICATED SUMMARILY, and CASES RETURNED for TRIAL, with 
CIVIL CASES, FEES, FINES and PENALTIES, compiled from Quarterly Returns made by the Carnots of Petti Sessions. 
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PETTY SESSIONS COURTS.— TABLE showing NUMBER of INFORMATIONS. CASES ADJUDICATED SUMMARILY, and CASES RETURKED 
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PETTY SESSIONS COURTS— TABLE showing NUMBER of INFORMATIONS, CASES ADJUDICATED SUMMARILY, and CASES RETURNED for TRIAL with OTVrr 
CASES, FEES, FINES and PENALTIES, compiled from Quarterly Returns made by the Clerks of Pettit Sessions— concluded. ' 
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QUARTER SESSIONS COURTS.— TABLE showing NUMBER of APPEALS from MAGISTRATES, APPLICATIONS for SPIRIT LICENCES, and BILLS of INDICTMENT 
Disposed of in the Tear 18 65, from Returns made by Clp.eks of the Pss.cs. 




COURT FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF CROWN CASES RESERVED. 

, e CasM stood for Trial, the OEEENCES CHARGED, and 



f showing CASES reserved for the Considerate 
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JURORS' SESSION'S. — TABLE of PROCEEDINGS in revision of JURORS' LISTS in the Year 1865, from Returns by the Clerks of the Pekoe. 
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JURORS’ SESSIONS— TABLE of PROCEEDINGS in revision of JURORS’ LISTS in the Year 186S, from Returns by the Cleiiks of the Peace-,™, 
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PKISONS— IRELAND. 



Bridewells. 

Table of Commitments to and Expenses of Bridewells, from Statistics collected by the 
Inspectors-General of Prisons. 

County Gaols. 

Tables compiled from Returns from the Local Inspectors of Gaols. 

Convict Prisons. 

Returns from the Directors of Convict Prisons. 

Reformatory Schools. 

Returns from the Inspector of Reformatory Schools. 

Criminal Lunatics and Insane Persons. 

Tables compfred from Returns from the Local Inspectors of Gulls and from the Resident 
Medical Superintendents of District Lunatic Asylums. 



Q 
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BRIDEWELLS. 

Pago 

Commitments to and Expenses of, ........ 123 

COUNTY AND COUNTY OP CITY OR OF TOWN GAOLS. 

1. Number of Commitments, distinguishing the Number of Persons who haye and who hare not been 

previously Committed to any Prison, ........ 124 

2. Age, Sex, and Birthplace of Persons Committed, ....... 126 

3. Instruction and Occupations of Persons Committed, ...... 128 

4. Number and Disposal of Prisoners, ........ 130 

5. State and Condition of Gaols in respect of Capacity, Health, and Punishments for Prison Offences, 132 

6. Expenses in detail, and Total Costs of Gaols and of Officers and Prisoners, . . . 134 

7. Establishment and Total ordinary Costs, with Average Charge per Prisoner in the Year, . 136 

8. Funds charged, with Proportion charged on Local Rates, paid by Her Majesty’s Treasury, and for 

Revenue, Army, and Naval Prisoners, ........ 138 



CONVICT PRISONS. 

1. Nnmbers Confined, and their Disposal during the Year, . 

2. Tickets of Leave, ...... 

3. Refuges for Female Convicts on Licence, . 

4. Establishment of the different Prisons, . * 

6. Expenditure under each Head of Service, . 



139 

139 

139 

140 
140 



REFORMATORY SCHOOLS. 

1. Numbers Committed, ...... 

2. Offences of which Offenders were Convicted, .... 

3. Ages, Sexes, Social Condition, State of Instruction, and previous Commitments, 

CRIMINAL LUNATICS AND INSANE PERSONS, 
r. GAOLS. 

1. Number undergoing Detention, with Commitments, Discharges, Removals, and Costs, 

2. Offences with which charged, ..... 

3. Number undergoing Detention, with Condition and Period of their Detention, 

II. ASYLUMS. 

1. Number undergoing Detention, with Commitments, Discharges, Removals, and Costs, 

2. Offences with which charged, 

3. Number undergoing Detention, with Condition and Period of their Detention, 
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144 
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IRELAND. 



GAOLS.— TABLE 1— NUMBER of COMMITMENTS to the COUNTY and COUNTY of CITY ot of TOWN GAOLS, in the Year 186S 
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GAOLS TABLE 2 AGE, SEX, and BIRTHPLACE of PERSONS (except Debtors and Persons Charged or Convicted of Desertion < 
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GAOLS— TABLE 4. — -NUMBER and DISPOSAL of PRISONERS of EVERY CLASS in COUNTY and COUNTY 
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GAOLS TABLE 6. — EXPENSES in DETAIL and TOTAL COSTS of the CODBTY ona CODJiTT 
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rfcrrr or of TOWN GAOLS, and of the OFFICERS and PRISONERS, in the year 1865. 
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GAOLS— TABLE 7— ESTABLISHMENT and TOTAL ORDINARY COSTS of the COUNTY and COUNTY 
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GAOLS.— TABLE a— SEEDS CHABGED with the EXPENSES of COUNTY and COUNTY of CITY or of TOWN GAOLS in the Year 18 6S. 
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CRIMINAL LUNATICS.— IL ASYLUMS— TABLE 3. NUMBER undergoing DETENTION during the Year 1865, with the CONDITIONS and PERIODS of their 

DETENTION. 
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JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
PART II. 



IRELAND. 

COMMON LAW— EQUITY— CIVIL AND CANON LAW. 



RETURNS FOR THE TEAR 1865, 

Compiled by Order of His Excellency the Lord Lie utenant of Ireland, 

COMPRISING 

The Superior Courts of Common Law, the Courts of the Chairmen of Counties and 
Recorders, and other Courts for the Recovery of Small Debts. 

The High Court of Chancery, the Landed Estates Court, the Court of Probate, the 
Ecclesiastical Courts, the High Court of Admiralty, the Court of Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency. 

The Supreme Courts of Appeal, viz— the House of Lords, the Privy Council, Ireland, 
the Court of Appeal in Chancery, the Exchequer Chamber, and the High Court of 
Delegates. 
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PART II. 



INTRODUCTORY AND EXPLANATORY REPORT. 



The Court of Queen’s Bench in Ireland has, at the Crown side, a jurisdiction corresponding Codet os Queen's 
to the jurisdiction of the Court of Queen’s Bench in England, and also a jurisdiction (Or^wn^Si'de). 

peculiar to the Irish Court of fiating the Presentments made by the Grand Jury of the 

County of Dublin for the expenditure of the local tax for the repairs of roads, expenses ^ TaWe p ‘ 
of prisons and asylums, and other local purposes, called county cess, and of fiating 
the Presentments of the Town Council of the City of Dublin, so far as it exercises the 
powers formerly vested in the Grand Jury of the City of Dublin in respect of county cess. 

In connexion with these fiscal powers the Court has jurisdiction over the Traverses 
of Presentments of the Grand Jury or Town Council, chiefly for new roads and Claims for 
Malicious Injuries to property. 

The Court has also a jurisdiction, peculiar to Ireland, in the case of Railway Traverses 
under the Railways (Ireland) Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Vic., c. 70). 

The ordinary business at the Crown side of the Court of Queen’s Bench as compared 
with tire preceding year, may be judged of by the following summary: — 



— 


1865. 


IBM. 


Inc™*. 


Writs of Mandamus, application for, 


14 


5 


9 
















4 










On Orders of Sessions and Special Cases, . 


- 






Otlier Special Rules absolute, 






44 



These figures show a large increase of business in 1865. 

The unsatisfactory state of the jurisdiction of the Crown side of the Court of Queen’s 
Bench in Ireland as compared with the corresponding jurisdiction in England, is 
indicated by the following statements and suggestions of the English and Irish Law 
and Chancery Commissioners, which have not yet been made the subject of legislation. 
The Commissioners state that— 

“ There are no published rules regulating the practice on the Crown side of the 
Court of Queen’s Bench in Ireland, and the powers which the Judges of the Court of 
Queen’s Bench in England have, under Stat 6 & 7 Vic., c. 20, s. 11, of framing rules, 
do not exist in Ireland ; and that there are other differences in the practice between the 
two countries, arising from the reforms introduced by the above Statute into England 
not having been extended to Ireland and they recommend, "that the Court of 
Queen's Bench in Ireland hhould be provided with like powers to those of the Court in 
England, and that the proceedings and practice adopted in England by the Crown side 
of the Conrt of Queen’s Bench should be extended to Ireland.” 

They also notice “ a practice of reguiring parties to take office copies of documents, 
though it would appear that the provision, of the Act 2 Wo. IV., o. 48, were intended 
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to relieve parties from such obligation;” and they state “that the matter thus complained 
of is part of a more general question.” 

They also state, that “ in some departments of the Courts of Law and Equity in 
England and Ireland a rule prevails that no person shall be compelled to take an office 
or attested copy of any affidavit or other document,” and they express their opinion 
that “this should be extended to all proceedings in all the Superior Courts of England 
and Ireland, both Civil and Criminal.”* 

They also state “ that the Court fees ‘on the Crown side of the Court of Queen’s 
Bench in Ireland, as fixed by Stat. 2 Vm. IV., c. 48, are higher than the corresponding 
Law Fund Duties which were more recently fixed on the Civil side by the Irish 
Common Law Procedure Act of 1853,” and that they are “also much higher than the 
fees on the corresponding proceedings on the Crown side of the Court of Queen’s Bench 
in England .”f 



The business of the Crown side of the Court of Queen’s Bench in Ireland, peculiar to 
the Irish Court, as compared with the preceding year, is as follows — 



— 




1864. 




Decrease, 

1365. 


Fiscal Presentments : 

Number, .... 


702 


793 






. Amount, .... 
Objections to Presentments, 




£65,191 15s. 3Jd. 


£7,494 17s. 2 %d. 




Claims for Malicious Injuries, 










Objections to Claims, 










County Presentments — Claims — Trial by | 


1 




1 





Of the increase of £7,495 in the amount of Fiscal Presentments, f 5,056 took place in 
those for the County of Dublin and £2,439 in those for the County of the City of Dublin. 

The reduction in claims for Malicious Injuries in the County and City of Dublin from 
11 to 3 is a matter of satisfaction. 



Court or Queer’s 
Bench. 
(Crown Side.) 



■ Tlle “S” 1 of Writs for a " fl ™ Superi® Courts of Common Law from a Consolidated 
' Writ and Seal Office was established in 1850 by the Proves and Practice Act (Stat. 

13 A U Tic., e. 18), and the Writs . of Sammons end Plaint are issued in rotation, 25 for 
) “ ol1 “ fte ttae O 0 " 1 *. tie provisions of the Irish Common law Procedure Aet 
1853, s. 15. ’ 

The plaintiff is by the provisions of the same Act prevented tom issuing his writ until 
he has prepared Ms first pleading;. As the summon, and plaint corresponds to the 
English writ and declaration consolidated, the use of writs to the aims eitent as in 
England and Wales is thus prevented. 

summary 1 -— 1SSU9d COmpared with those ** preceding year in the following 
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The amounts for which the writs were issued are compared with those in the preceding Sopesiob Corns 
year, in the following table : — 0F Common Law. 




The writs of execution 



Writs of Ca. sa., . . . 1,411 1,724 313 

„ ofFi. fa., . . . 2,625 2,928 303 

„ on Fiats, . ... 98 111 IS 

„ of Habere, . . . 416 518 102 

„ of Sequestration, <&c., .38 44 6 

Total, . . 4,588 5,325 737 



These figures show a decrease in the number of writs and executions in nearly 
every class. This, following a similar decrease, though not so extensive, in 1864, 
indicates a still further diminution in the pressure for debt, and consequently a more 
satisfactory state of the country. 

The number of Attorneys’ licences sealed and entered were : — Attorneys’ 

In 1865, .... 1,130 licences. 

In 1864, .... 1,232 

Decrease in ] 865, • • 102 

The jurisdiction of the three Superior Courts of Common Law corresponded very jurisdiction, 
closely with the jurisdiction of the similar Courts in England from the introduction into 
Ireland of the Common Law of England in the reign of King John until the year 1828. 

Up to that year the differences in the practice and procedure between the Superior 
Courts of Common Law of the two countries were inconsiderable. But in the progress 
of law reform since then, various Acts to reform the practice and procedure having been 
passed for the two countries in different years, considerable differences have been intro- 
duced, which are fully detailed in the Fir-st Keport of the English and Irish Law and 
Chancery Commission made in 1863. 

Assimilation to the extent recommended by the Commissioners has not been made the 
subject of legislation, and the existence of numerous minute differences consequently 
creates an impediment in the way of any useful comparison of the statistics of the corres- 
ponding Courts in the two countries. 



The proceedings in the Masters’ Offices of the Superior Courts of Common Law 
Ireland as compared with the preceding year are shown in the following summary:— 



Proceedings 
returned by 
Masters. 
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Superior Courts There was a remarkable decrease in the number of Cognovit Judgments in 1865, as 
of Common Law. com p are( j ^Lth 1864, from 1,2 17 to 935, or 23 pet cent.; and a corresponding but less 
decrease in the number of Case Judgments of 12 per cent.; but whilst the number of 
both decreased, the amount recovered increased from £823,634 to £879,003. 



Amount recovered. The distribution of the amount recovered amongst the different classes of Judgments 
is as follows : — 



Amouni recovereti by Jcdoments. 


im. 


bT*' 


Common 




Tok.. 


Total Amount recovered by Judgments on Postca, 

„ „ by Judgment by Default, on Consent, and 

other Case Judgments, 

„ of Principal recovered by Cognovit Judgments, 

Total, ..... 


5^93 

217,730 

221,978 


£ 

9,672 

103,779 

45,325 


£ 

! 7,116 

74,214 

193,896 


£ 

22,081 

395,723 

461,199 


445,001 


158,776 


275,226 


879,003 



Affidavits. The number of affidavits filed was : — 

4,123 3,903 3,607 11,633 



Proceedings before 
a single Judge. 
(Tables Q.B. 6;C. 
P. 5 ; Ex. 4, pp. 
177, 179, <fc 181). 



In Ireland there is not, as in England, a fifth Judge in each Court to sit out for 
Chamber Business. One of the four J udges consequently sits for each Court for ex parte 
motions before the sitting of the Court in Banco. Out of term a puisne Judge sits in 
rotation to hear motions for the three Superior Courts of Common Law. 



The business before a single Judge, and in the Rules Office, as compared with the 
preceding year, may be judged of by the following summary, which shows a decrease 
in 1865:— 




Much of the tames, mw Wreted in the office of the Clerk of the Rule, ms, before 
the Common Low Procedure Act. 1 853, taueected by motion, k Court, eurd i, therefore 
placed next it m the tables. 
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The proceedings in Banco in the Superior Courts of Common Law in Ireland, as 
compared with the preceding year, are shown in the following table: — 



Superior Codrts 
of Common Law. 




Proceedings iu 

(Tables Q.B. 3 ; C. 
P.2;Ex.2.pp. 176, 
178, A- 180.) 



There appears from the preceding table to have been a considerable increase in the 
business before the full Court iu Banco in the tliree Superior Courts of Common Law. 

The greater amount of business in 1865, than in 1864, shows continuous progress iu the 
chief business of these Courts. 

Besides the business common to the three Superior Courts of Common Law sit the Bills of Sale, 
Plea side, they have each small branches of distinct business. Thus, the Court of 
Queen’s Bench has the registration of Bills of Sale, under the Bills of Sale Act (1< & 18 Women^and^ 
Vic., c. 36) ; the Court of Common Pleas lias the Acknowledgments of Deeds by Married 
Women, under the Irish Act for the abolition of Fines and Recoveries (btat. 4 & 5 
Wm. IV., c. 92) ; and the Court of Exchequer has its ancient jurisdiction 'in Revenue 
cases, from which it derives its name. 



• The business in these matters as compared with the preceding year, is as follows 



Special JoniSDIcnosa op Queen's Bence, Comuon Pleas, and Exchequer j 


1805. 




‘■=r 






347 


357 

515 


_ 


10 


Common Pleas — Acknowledgments by Married Women filed, . ; 








Special Commissions granted, 












40 


40 












legacy and Succession Duty Cases, 


45 


36 


9 


I 


Motions for Attachments without Argument, 











There was a slight reduction in the number of Bills of Sale registered as compared 
with the number in 1864. 



There was a great falling off in the number of acknowledgments by married women. 

The rule recently adopted by the Court of Common Pleas in England, by which the 
signature of a Judge or Magistrate in the Colonies is received in evidence without 
proof, in like manner as at the Registry Offices, under Statute 16 & 17 Vic., c. 78, s. 6, 
has not yet been extended to Ireland. 
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Superior Courts In Revenue cases there -was no change. 

op Common Law. There is in Ireland, as in England, an office for the registration of Judgments common 
Registration of to the three Superior Courts of Common Law. In England the office is superintended 
(TaHefi” p. 184)1 ^y the Senior Master of the Court of Common Pleas. In Ireland there is a separate 
officer, called the Registrar of Judgments. 

The Law and Chancery Commissioners in their Second Report, 1866, give an account 
of the difference of the law of Judgments in Ireland and in England ; they say : — * 

"As the result of our inquiries on the law of Judgments, it appears that while in 
England the tendency of the whole course of legislation down to and inclusive of the 
Act of 1S64 (27 & 28 Vic., c. 112), has been to reduce a Judgment to a step in the course 
of procedure for the recovery of a debt, insomuch as by the last mentioned Act it is 
provided that * no Judgment to be entered up after the passing of the Act shall affect 
any land of whatever tenure, until such land shall have been actually delivered in execu- 
tion by virtue of a writ of elegit, or other lawful authority.’ In Ireland, on the other 
hand, the legislation down to and inclusive of the Record of Title Act, 1865, has been in 
the opposite direction, and Judgments affect land in Ireland prior to and entirely inde- 
pendent of execution, and the writ of elegit has there been virtually abolished. 

" The extent to which this difference in the course of legislation has affected the 
position of Judgments in the two countries, appears from a return showing that in Ireland 
no less than 11,611 Judgments, estimated to be securities for upwards of £12,000,000, 
have been re-registered within the five years ending the 31st December, 1864, and so 
far appear not to have been immediately executed, whilst in England and Wales the 
number of Judgments re-registered in the five yearn ending 1863 was only 1,778. 

“Again, under the Judgment Mortgage Act, 12,000 statutable mortgages of land in 
Ireland; estimated to be securities for £4,000,000, have been created by the registration 
of affidavits as to judgments under that Act.” 



The number of Judgments registered in the Registration of Judgments Office, i 
compared with the preceding year, is as follows : 



J udgments of Superior Cou 

J udgments of Inferior Cour 
Revivals, 

Decrees, 

Rales and Orders, 

Lis pendens, . 



Recognizances, 
Crown Bonds, 
Judgments at Sui 



i registered, 
removed to Superior Court, 



Satisfactions of Judgments, 

Vacates of Crown Bonds an 
Cancellations, . 

Common Searches made, 

Negative Searches made and recorded, 



Total, 

Vacates of Recognizances, 



Requisitions for liberty to search made by public, 

Attested copies of recorded searches issued, 

I 

The amount of fees and stamp duty is as follows 

1385. 

Pees to Registrar, 293 15 f 

Amount of Stamp Duty (less discount, £51 6s. Id.), . 3,578 0 1 

* Second Report, 1866, p. xri., et se 3 . 



£ a. d. £ s. 

194 33 99 12 

3,430 18 8 147 1 
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The recurrence of one of the quinquennial periods for the re-registration of old Sdperiob Courts 
judgments obtained prior to 1850 caused the increase of 3,704 under that head in 1865 ; 0F Cojuios w. 
this number indicates the great extent to which old judgments are still used as securities 
for money in Ireland. 

If the number of judgments registered be compared with the number entered up in 
the three Superior Courts of Common Law, it appears that, whilst 4,743 judgments 
were entered up, 3,984 were registered in the Registration of Judgments Office. When 
the Judgment Mortgage Act was passed it was expected by the framers of that Act that 
the amount of business in the Registration of Judgments Office would be diminished by 
its operation; but this expectation was founded upon the consideration of judgments 
only as charges on land, and the provisions of the Irish Bankruptcy Act of 1849, 
continued by the Act of 1857, requiring judgments to be registered within twenty-one 
days after being entered up, to secure priority in bankruptcy, were overlooked. 



There is in Ireland one Common Law Taxing Office for the three Super 
two Taxing Officers. 

The business in 1865, as compared with the preceding year, was as fo 




It appears from this table that, whilst there was a falling off in the costs on records 
for taxation, there was an increase in the whole business of the Common Law Taxing 
Office, arising chiefly from the re-registration of judgments— 1S65 being one of the 
quinquennial periods for the re-registration of old judgments, as above noticed. 

The following summaries as to Nisi Prius business have been compiled from returns 
received from the Town Registrars of tbe Chief Judges (who correspond to the Associates ?TaMe»Q.R8; C. 
in England), from the Registrar of the Consolidated Nisi Prius Court, and from the Coi/to, 3, 4, 
Circuit Registrars (who correspond to the Marshals in England), of nine out of the 9, PP . 177, 179,182* 
twelve Common Law Judges. 



I | Extra (««■>!* 

iuer.1 dawdNU I 



Verdict by consent with reference, 
Verdict for defendant, . 

Jury discharged without verdict, . 
Juror withdrawn, 

Judgment respited, 



Venue changed, .... 
Record withdrawn, Rcmanet, etc., 

Settled, 

Not stated, . - ■ 

Transferred, or postponed to after-sittingi 
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On Promissory Notes, Bills of Ex- 
change, cfcc., . 

On Bonds, 

For Goods sold and delivered, &e. . 
For Work and Labour done, 

For money paid, advanced, or lent, I 
For money received, . 

For compensation for personal it 
juries and compensation under i 
Lord Campbell's Aot, . . ) 

For compensation for other injuries 
from negligence, 

Replevins, or actions in respect of 

Actions in the nature of Actions of 
Trover or Detinue, . 

For breach of contract, 

Upon special contracts, 

For breach of warranty and agree- 

For infringement of Patents, 

For recovery of land (Ejectments), I 
Trespass, relative to lands, houses, <fec. 



!e of marriage, 



iVills, 

For breach of pr 
Seduction, . 

Libel, . 

Slander, 

False imprisonment, 

Assaults, 

Interpleader issues, Equity cases, . 

» » Probate cases, | 

^ ,, „ other cases, 

Writ of Revivor, 

For breach of covenant. 

For recovery of rent, . 

On Life and Fire Policies, . 

Illegal seizure, 

Other suits, .... 



131 59 152 



The amounts for which verdicts were given are shown in the following table 



rills,*. | of twelve Judges). 



The numbers cannot be compared with those in 1864 for want of returns from three 
of the Judges Registrars for 1865. 

In addition to the disposal of actions at the Consolidated Nisi Prim Court, the pro- 
ceodmgs at stack have been included in the summery already give of the Nisi Pirns 
business of the three Superior Courts, it has .» apped juriadiotiou from the Courts of the 
Becorder of the City of Dublin end of the Chairman of the County of Dublin 
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The number of these appeals or reliearings in 1865 and 1S64 was as follows : — 



Appeals at Consolidated Nisi Peius. 


Entend. j 


A— A 


Rsvened. 


•JSS*. 


From Decree or Dismiss of Recorder) 1865 
of Dublin, or of Chairman of County }■ 


31 1 


14 


9 

l 11 


1 8 


of Dublin J 1864 









Superior Court3 
of Common Law. 

Appeals heard at 
Consolidated Nisi 
Prins Court 
(Table 2, p. 1S2). 



The Nisi Prius proceedings on circuit, so far as returned, have been included in the Cibcuit Business. 
summaries of the business of the three Superior Courts. Appeals, Traverses, 

In Ireland the Judges on circuit have several branches of jurisdiction not exercised by ^ 

the Judges on circuit in England, viz., appeals of the nature of rehearings from the (Tables 11, 12, PP . 
decisions' of the Chairmen of Counties or Irish County Court Judges, and Recorders ; 187 > 188 >- 
the fiating of the presentments of the Grand Juries of the local tax in Ireland called 
Grand Jury Cess ; the hearing of traverses and objections to presentments, and claims 
for malicious injuries, and also the hearing of railway traverses under the Irish Railway 
Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Vic., c. 70). 



The following summary shows the proceedings under these heads in 1S65 as compared 
with 1864: — 




The traverses and claims for malicious injuries for the County and City of Dublin are 
disposed of by the Court of Queen’s Bench, and have been already noticed* 

The increase of 45 in the number of claims for malicious injuries on circuit, over 
the number for 1S64, more than counterbalances the reduction of 8 in the claims for 
malicious injuries in the County and City of Dublin. 

The presentments fiated on circuit were 65, OSS in number, and in the aggrega or 
the sum of £969,862 Is. 7 \d. If the 431 presentments of the Grand Jury of the 
County of Dublin for £40,665 6s. Id. be included, the total number of presentments y 
Grand Juries in Ireland amounts to 65,519, and the total amount of Grand Jury cess 



imposed in 1865 amounts to £1,010,527 7s. 8 \d. 

The presentments for the Count, of the City of Dnblin «re mad. by the To™ Council 
of Dublin, and Sated partly brfbre a. dodge of the Q^nbBeneh, tm ,Wy n.te ed, aani 
parti, before the Heeorder of Dnblin 1 bnt no return of pi roceehngs before 
if Dublin has been receiyed. Those for the City of Cert are made by the To™ Council 
of Cork, and are Sated before the Recorder of Cork _ 

The Court, of the Chairmen of Counties in Ireland correspond i to Urn 
Courts, but haye a much emlier origin, taring been originally founded so far back as 
1796 by an Act of the Irish Parliament (stat. 36 Geo. Ill , c. 25). 

The returns receiyed from these Courts are not complete father for 1SG5 or «64. 
These for 1865 haye been ditid.d into three classes, ria., 17 Courts of Chairmen and 
Becorders making complete returns, li making incomplete returns, and 5 (m, the 
Court, of the Chairmen in C.yan, Do™, Dublin, and Louth, and the Recorder s Court 
in the City of Dublin) from which no returns haye been receiyed. 



CoUKTS OF 
Chairmen of 
Count ibs. 




* Vide, p. 150. 
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ClIAJBtlEX nr 



Decrees anil Dis- 



Tlie following summary shows the business in the Courts of the Chairmen of Counties 
and Recorders*from which returns sufficiently complete to admit of comparison were 




It appears from this summary that in thirty-one courts, including those for the two 
ridings of Cork, and the Courts of the three Recorders of Cork, Londondeny, and 
Galway, the number of decrees was 34,280, being 18,244 less than the number in 1864, 
and being 46,035 less than 80,315, the number of decrees in 1863 ; and the number of 
dismisses was 7,125, beiag 1,839 less than the number in 1864. 

Tcnnro an( i The proceedings in the Courts of the Chairmen of Counties, under the “ Tenure and Im- 

I^ld 4 (IrelanJ)°A.ot l ,rovemen l °f Land (Ireland) Act” of 1860, so far as returned in 1865, were nil, indicating 
(Table 1, p. 189). a falling off in the small numbers in 1864. In 1864 there were 3 cases returned, viz., 1 
for sanctioning an improvement lease, and 2 for sanctioning a building lease. There 
was no case for sanctioning tenants’ improvements returned in either 1865 or 1864. 
Koeorder's Court The Recorder of Dublin exercises a jurisdiction for the County of the City of Dublin 
(Table, p. 18S). similar to that of the Chairmen of Counties, and has also a jurisdiction of appeal from 
the Court of the Lord Mayor of the City of Dublin, and from the Court of Conscience in 
Dublin, but no return has been received as to the business before the Recorder of Dublin 



in 1865. 



Civil Bill 
Executions 
(Table, 2, p. 190). 



Under the provisions of the “ Civil Bill Courts Procedure Amendment Act, Ireland, 

1864, ” decrees of the Chairmen of Counties and Recorders have, since the 1st March, 

1865, been executed by the Sheriffs or their Bailiffs, and a new form of return has 
been framed. 



The returns are divided into three classes, viz., 15 counties, or counties of cities, where 
the Sub-Sheriffs have made complete returns, 1 3 counties from which incomplete returns 
have been received, and 11 from which no returns have been received, viz. Antrim, 
Down, Leitrim, Limerick, Londonderry, Mayo, Monaghan, Queen’s County, Roscommon, 
and Sligo, and Limerick City. 
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The following summary shows for 16 counties, and 4 counties of cities or of towns, 
the number of fees paid, the principal classes of executions, and the total amount of 
fees under the Act : — 




The number of local Courts in Ireland is very limited since the abolition of the manor 
courts in 1859 by Stat. 22 Vic., c. 14. The local courts still existing are the Lord Mayor’s 
Court in Dublin, and the Courts of Conscience, where these jurisdictions were preserved 
by the Irish Municipal Corporation Reform Act in 1840. Returns have been received 
from six of these courts in both 1865 and 1864, and the following summary shows the 



CoCTiTS OP 
OnanutEx op 
Counties. 

Number and 
Amount of Fees. 



Local Coubts. 

Local Courts 
(Table, l>. 1S8). 



comparative business in both years. 





Number 


’kmT 


Increase, 


Dsma.., 


-xs— 


Increase, 


Darnase, 




| = 






1865. 


1861. 






Drogheda Court of Conscience, 
Dublin (Lord Mayor’s Court), . 
Dublin Court of Conscience, . 

Kilkenny do., 

Limeriolc do., 

Londonderry do., 

Wexford do. 


2,560 

3,900 

114 

2,030 

977 

179 


3,000 

3,925 

123 

2,211 

905 

226 


72 


440 

25 

9 

181 

47 


1,520 

2,738 

90 

798 

496 

118 


138 

1,833 

103 

.848 

458 

126 


38 


318 

100 

13 

8 



This table shows a large decrease in the business of most of the local Courts. No return 
has been received from the Court of Conscience of Clonmel either in 1865 or 1864. 
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High Court op 
Chancer;. 

(Tables 1-13, 
pp. 191, 195). 



Business in Court 
before Lord 
Chancellor, Master 
of Kells, and 
Masters. 



Bejistrara' Office 
(Table 1, p. 191). 



The High Court of Chancery in Ireland was founded so far back as the reign of 
King John, on the model of the Court of Chancery in England, and until the year 1828 
the practice and procedure of the two courts were very similar. 

The different measures of Chancery reform which have been introduced in recent 
years in the two countries have led to considerable differences in the practice and 
procedure in the two courts, which are fully detailed in the First Report of the English 
and Irish Law and Chancery Commission made in 1863. 

In consequence of these differences it has been found necessary to frame forms of return 
suited to the Irish court, which differ considerably from the forms used in the English 
statistics. 

Yeiy complete returns have been received from the officers of the court. 

The following summary gives a comparative view of the Court business in Chancery 
for the years 1865 and 1SC4 : — 




It appears from this summaiy that there was an increase in the court business in 1865 
as compared with 1864. 



The business in the office of the Registrars of the Court of Chancery, as distinguished 
from the court business, is shown for 1865 and 1864 in the following summaiy 
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The proceedings in the office of the Lord Chancellor s Secretary are shown by the Hiuu Coobt of 
_ „ . ° Chanceri. 

following summary : — 




It appears from the above summary that there was an increase in minor and lunacy 
matters, in orders and in warrants as to Magistrates’ commissions, and a decrease in 
petitions in other matters. The returns for 1865 show that the number of distinct 
minor-matters or families of minors under the protection of the Court increased from 
362 in 1864, to 394 in 1865 ; and that the number of individual minors who are wards 
of Court increased from 728 in 1864, to 819 in 1865. 

In the office of Secretary to the Master of the Rolls the number of petitions was only 
285, as compared with 329 in 1864, showing a decrease of 44. 

In the Crown and Hamper Office there was a remarkable increase of business, 
from 912 proceedings in 1864, to 1,938 in 1865. 



The business in the offices of the Four Masters in Chancery, in addition to the hearing Meters’ Offices 
of cause petitions under the 15th section of the Irish Chancery Regulation Act of 1850, > * * ’ p ' 



is indicated by the following summary : — 



Masters* Offices. 






‘ Total, 


Total, 


"sr 


D tssr 


Charges, 

Discharges, . • 

Accounts passed in minor matters, . 

” ’’ by other Bcceivers, 

Other accounts, . . • • • • 

Orders on special motions, l 

Orders on motions of counsel, J 

Sales of estates under order of Court, 

Statements of facts as to management of property 


394 

320 

53 

53 

143 

6 

1,053 

16 

, 118 


39 

13 

S4 

19 

290 

306 

144 


433 1 
339 
137 
72 
439 
6 

1,359 

16 

262 


482 

400 

130 

66 

427 

14 

1,272 

17 

293 


6 

12 

87 

" 


49 

61 

8 

1 

31 



The returns also show the number of summonses on references in minor matters, 
lunacy matters, general cause petitions, Sc. As the returns do not seem to bate tom 
made on the same principle, a summary is not given of them, but it may he stated that 
they indicate a great amount of reference business in the Masters’ Offices. 

The effect of the Landed Estates Court in putting an end to sales under the Court of 

Chancery is shown by the small number of such sales returned, berng only 16 m : nmnber. 

The number of accounts of Receivers, other than m minor and lunacy ^matters 439, 
show a slight increase on the numbers (42?), in 1864, (notwithstanding the 
restrictions on the appointment of Receivers), indicates that there is still a large quantity 
of property under the management of the Court of Chancery. This is further indicated 
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High Court of 
Changes;. 






(Table 5, p. 192). 



Companies 
Winaing-up Acts 
(Tablo 0, p. 193). 



by the 262 statements of facts as to the management of such property. The receipts 
in the accounts filed in the Court of Chancery amounted in 1865 to £846,196 5s. 7 d. 

The operation of the rule, for some time in force, of referring receiver cases to the 
Receiver Master is shown by the number of accounts in his office, 399, being an increase 
over 374, the number in 1864, whilst the average number in the offices of each of the 
other three Masters, 85, shows a falling off from the number (89) in 1864. 

The fees collected in the Masters’ offices amounted for the year ending 30th October, 
1865, to £l,777 4s., but this does not include the Chancery Fund duties in lieu of fees, 
which are imposed chiefly on business in the Masters’ offices, and the produce of which 
is carried to the Consolidated Fund. 

One of the differences of practice and procedure between the Courts of Chancery in 
Ireland and in England is the very small number of witnesses examined before the 
Examiner in Ireland. Thus, there were only 43 witnesses examined in 1865, and the 
fees amounted to only £59 13s. This was, however, an increase on the number of 
witnesses (27) examined in 1864. 

Under the Joint Stock Companies Winding-up Acts there was, it appears, only one 
case in the Court, namely, the Tipperary Bank, which has been under the Act since 17th 
March, 1856. There is, in this case, £17,706 Os. 9 d. available for distribution. 



Bolls Office 
(Table 7, p. 193). 



In the Pleadings department of the Office of the Deputy Keeper of the Rolls the 
business, as compared with 1864, was as follows : — 



Rons Opficb— Pleadings Oepabtmbnt. 




1864. 


"ST 


Decrease, 


Bills 










Cause petitions, . 




















Interrogatories and answers thereto, 










Amendments, 










Suggestions, 


29 


23 


6 





It appears from this summary that there was a great increase in the number of cause 
petitions from 5/5 in 1864, to 694 in 1865. As the numbers in 1864 were much below 
the numbers in 1863, there is only a slight increase in the two years, the number in 1863 
having been 674. 



te” "* In ‘I® °f “e Clerk of Appearance, and Write the number of appearance, entered 
CM, 8, p. 133, 658 > compared teith 594 in 1864. The folioteingare the nombers of the principal 

writs issued : — 



Affidavit office 
(Table 9, p. 193). 



Writs in Chancery. 


- 


1864. 




D ?8T’ 


Writs of subprana, .... 

„ attachment, .... 
„ scire facias, 


79 

43 


91 

46 


: 


12 


„ injunction, ... 


38 




3 














„ p&tllliuu, . . . . 


1 


8 




7 



It appear, from the foregoing summary that there tea, a general decree in the 
number of writs issued m 1865. 

There is a department of this office peculiar to the Irish Court of Chancery, called 

The Notice Department, through which all notices are served, instead of ser 
proved by affidavit. The number of persons served through this department w 
m 1865, and 21,573 in 1864, showing a slight increase. 

In the Affidavit Office the nnmber of affidavits filed tea, 4,977, a, compared with 5,175 
in 1864, showing a decrease of 198. 
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In the Recognizance Office the number of recognizances filed was 118, as compared Hish Court op 
with 103 in 1864, showing an increase of 15. Ch auoeb t. 

In the Chancery Taxing Office there has been a reduction in the number of Taxing Recognizance 
Masters, the vacancy caused by the death of Master O’Dwyer not being filled up. (Table 10 , p. 194). 

Chancery Taxing 

The following Table shows the business in the office for 1865, as compared with 1864 : — office 



Chancery TfX.NO Omen. 


1865. 




*SBT 


“isr 




9S8 


1,340 


_ 


352 




1,600 


1,682 








201,180 


204,661 






Number of certificates, 


1,600 


1,682 


- 






£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 




2,516 11 4 








Amount of costs, .... 


97,890 5 9£ 


105,640 18 1 







It appears from this summary that there was a considerable diminution in 1865 in 
the amount of Chancery costs taxed. 

The jurisdiction in lunacy under the Queen’s Sign Manual has almost invariably been 
intrusted to the Lord Chancellor, or Keeper of the Great Seal in Ireland. -The business ’ ' 

to be transacted not being sufficient to support an entirely distinct department, it 
devolves, to a large extent on the ordinary officers of the Court of Chancery, the 
references and passing of accounts being before one of the Masters in Chancery, and 
included in the business of the Masters already noticed. 

The petitions again are lodged in the office of the Secretary of the Lord Chancellor, 
and are returned in the business of his office, whilst the inquisitions are issued from and 
returned to the Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper, and are included in the business of 



The jurisdiction was originally the same in Ireland and in England, but the new 
practice and procedure, introduced in England by the Lunacy Regulation Acts of 1853 
ahd 1862, have not yet been extended to Ireland. 

The number of orders for commissions of lunacy was 12 in 1865, and 7 m 1864, and 
the number of lunatics under the care of the Court was 137 in 1865, as compared with 
130 in 1864, showing an increase of 7. 

In connexion with the small number of lunatics protected by the Court out of the 
entire number in Ireland, which may be estimated at 16,500,* the difference of 
jurisdiction between Ireland and England is to be borne in mind. A lunatic cannot 
be found so in Ireland except by inquisition at a considerable expense, to remunerate 
Commissioners, Jury, and Sheriff; whilst in England, under the Lunacy Regulation 
Act of 1853, the Lord Chancellor can dispense with a jury, and authorize a finding 
under the general commission of the Masters. 



The chief business in the Lunacy office 



Lunacy Optics. 


. 1865. 




*sr 


D mT’ 


Orders of the Lord Chancellor, 
Affidavits, •••*•' 
Reports of Masters, .... 
Accounts taken by Masters, . 


183 

251 

45 

66 


167 

241 

34 

70 


16 

10 

11 


4 


Amounts of receipts on such accounts, . 


£ 

56,262 


£ 

71,443 


- 


£ 

15,181 


• . . . • , i . ,,, 4. TOO in r 



* There were m January, iooj, -- _ 

188 maintained ^ thaftke^^re^besides ^2M"^raon8”reputed 
The police returns for 1862 estimate ° . , , . 7 r 

16,685. — Vide 14 th Report on Lunatic Asylums, Ireland, 1865, p. 7. 



licensed Houses, *, in pauuo 
making 8,485 publicly treated ns insi 
of large, making it 
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Hioh Court op 

ChaSCERY. 

Lunacy Office. 



Under the General Orders in Lunacy of 1860, the Committees of the person are 
required to make returns, and the Medical Inspectors appointed thereunder to make 
reports as to lunatics under their inspection. 

1865. 1864. 



The Committees’ returns were, . . Ill 109 

The Medical Inspectors’ reports, . . 106 114 



Accountant- The return of the Accountant-General shows the payments into the Court of Chancery 

ff able 13 ^jf*i 95} ^^g the year ended 1st October, and the balance on that day in the books of the office. 



£ £ £ £ 
Payments into Court during year, . 1,154,230 1,816,692 - 662,462 

Balance at end of year, . . 4,357,392 4,050,279 307,113 



These figures indicate a large decrease in the payments into court during the year 
1865, but as there was a large increase in 1864, the change in the two years was very 
slight, payments in 1865 being only £72,912 less than in 1863, whilst the balance at the 
end of the year increased in both 1864 and 1865, so that there was £547,208 more in 
court on the 1st of October, 1865, than on the 1st of October, 1863. 



Lauded Estates The Landed Estates Court possesses several jurisdictions peculiar to Ireland. The 
CoTO ’ r ‘ first of these is the selling of estates with a Parliamentary title, for which the Incum- 
(Tables 1-4, p. bered Estates Court was first established in 184!) for a limited time, and after several 
renewals of its jurisdiction the perpetual jurisdiction of the Landed Estates Court was 
established in 1858. 



The value and rental of the estates sold are indicated by the following summary : — 

1865. 1864. Doorcase, 1865. 

Amount of purchase-money, . . . £1,051,992 £1,342,629 £290,637 

Net rental of estates sold, . . . £60,338 £83,300 £22,962 

Number of sales, .... 341 344 3 

The petitions for sales relate chiefly, as might be expected, to incumbered estates, the 
proportion being as follows : — 

Incumbered Estates. Unincumbered. Settled. 

Petitions for sales, 1865, . . . 432 49 1 

M a 1864, ... 429 43 1 

Increase in 1865, 3 6 - 

This shows that whilst there was a slight increase in the number of cases, the properties 
sold must have been smaller, as there was a decrease in the aggregate purchase-money 
and rentals. 

In the other branches of jurisdiction with respect to estates, the proceedings are as 
follows : — 




Several new tables have been given as to the proceedings of the Landed Estates Court 
for 1S65, which were not included in the volume for 1864. They indicate the extent 
of the business of the Court in a form comparable to the returns received from the 
Court of Chancery. 
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It appears from these Tables that the number of petitions filed was 518, whilst in L4 hdkd^Estate3 

the Court of Chancery the number of petitions to the Lord Chancellor was 910, and 

the number of cause petitions under the 15 th section of the Chancery Regulation Act 
was set down as 475, and the number of general cause petitions set down in Chancery 
during the year was 214. 

Again, the amount of costs taxed and certified in the Landed Estates Court was 
£42,407, whilst the costs taxed in Chancery in the same year were £97,890. 

The number of affidavits filed in the Landed Estates Court was 4,797, whilst the 
number in the Affidavit Office of the Court of Chancery was 4,977. 

Under the Tenure and Improvement of Land (Ireland) Act, 1860, the Landed Estates 
Court exercises two jurisdictions — 1st. For sanctioning improvements by limited owners, 
and giving them a charge by way of annuity ; and 2nd. For sanctioning building leases, 
and leases not within the exact terms of the act or settlement of the particular estate. 

There were 2 building leases sanctioned in 1865, and 4 in 1864, and 1 in 1863, or 
an average of about 2 in each year ; and there was 1 statement as to limited owners 
improvements in 1865, but no order charging for such improvements ; and there was 
none in 1864, and only 1 in 1863. 

The jurisdiction of the Court of Probate is similar to that of the Court of Probate in Cocbt or Probate. 
England. 



The following is a summary of the leading heads of business of the Court and Prmcipal PrMpal 




(Table 1, p. 196). 



In the District Registries of th, Com* of Probate tire diet business in 1865 and 1864 gg* 




t. _ r™ Item summaries that tie 1,615 pH** 4 ® 3 administrations granted 
U8 " * tic Keg ^ 
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Coubtoe Probate, give a total of 3,102, exactly the same total number as in 1864, showing that the 
business of the Court is constant. The number of causes in court (104) shows an increase 
of 1 on the preceding year, whilst the number of causes tried (42) shows a decrease of 6. 
(Table 2 , p. 196). The Accountant-General of the Court of Chancery in Ireland is also Accountant- 
General of the Court of Probate. It appears, however, that there were only 3 accounts 
open on the 1st October, 1865, and only £202 13s. 6d. paid into Court dtuing the year. 

From a return obtained from the Comptroller of Stamp Duties, Inland Revenue, 
Dublin, it appears that the amount of property under which probates and administrations 
were sworn in Ireland in 1865, was £4,877,810, and the amount of duty received 
thereon in the year 1865, was £95,056. 

The Ecclesiastical Courts and Registries Act (Ireland) 1864 (27 & 28 Vic., c. 54), came 

into operation on the 1 6th September, 1865. The proceedings in the 27 Diocesan Courts 

197 W 13S)7 2 ’ PP ‘ and 1 Exem P t J urisdiction, from the 1st January till the 1 5th September, 1 865, are given 
in Table No. 1, and the proceedings in the 11 united Diocesan Courts created by the 
Act, from 16th September, 1865, till 25th March, 1866, are given in Table No. 2. The 
proceedings in both periods are compared with thejproceedings in 1864 in the following 
summary : — 







10 


Courts, and 1 
risdiction. 


»U3SS. 


Month.. 
3| in 1865. 


8j Months. 
1865. 


1864 


Suits in Matters of : 

Dilapidations, 

Offertory Alms, &c., ... 


.* 


3 


7 


Decreeing a Monition, . 








Sequestration for Debt, . 


10 

1 






n for Non-Residenoe, 


- 


- 


Total, .... 


16 


8 


14 


Altering, Restoring, or Rebuilding Clinrches, Ac., 


10 


23 


31 


SZSK'? 1 ; ■ ■ • • 


4 


2 

6 


2 

2 


Total 


14 


31 


38 


Total Amount of Court Pees, 


£132 


£90 


£166 



It . P p.a» from to Me tot tote i. little change in to number of «».e. other 
too nmtamonnd emce the torn of the court, in to year 1865, tore being only 30 
canees ,a the 6J month, ending 25th March, 1866, „ compared trith SSto, entire ■ 

Co ” lB — ° f 

o„to.mnberoftoore.Mm.tri™^ 6 i — * “T totoa! affect 

The petitions for divorce in to 11 united Diocesan Conrte tvbieb made retam , being 
.l“4° “ dS,J 26th 18M - t»e petition, for 

In 1864 to libels for divorce were 3, and the petition, for alimony 1 . 
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The history of the High Court of Admiralty in Ireland is given in the Report of the 
High Court of Admiralty in Ireland Commission, made in 1864. 

It appears that “ the jurisdiction of the Court of Admiralty had its origin in Ireland 
as in England, in the authority of the Admiral, of whom the Judge was the deputy.” 
There were distinct Admirals for Ireland as early as 1414. 

Tho present constitution of - the High Court of Admiralty in Ireland depends upon an 
Act of the Irish Parliament, passed in the Session 1783-84 (23 & 24 Geo. IH., c. 14), 
and upon the 8th Article of the Union (39 & 40 Geo. III., c. 67). 

Up to 1829 the jurisdiction of the Court of Admiralty in Ireland and in England in 
civil and maritime causes was in all essential respects the same; but the reforms 
introduced in England by various Acts since that time have not been extended to 
Ireland. 

Returns were made by the Registrar and Marshal as to the business of the Court in 
1863, and published in the Judicial Statistics for that year. No return has been made bv 
the Registrar and Marshal of the business in 1864, nor by the Registrar or late Marshal 
of tire business in 1865, but the forms of return required from these officers are given. 
An account of the business for five years ended 31st December, 1863, is given in tho 
Report of the Commission already referred to. 

The jurisdiction in Bankruptcy and in Insolvency in Ireland is different from the juris- 
diction in England, being regulated by the Irish Bankrupt and Insolvent Act, 1857, 
passed prior to tire Bankruptcy Act of 1861, for England and Wales. 



High Covet or 

ADMIKALTr. 



(Forms of Return, 
pp. 199, 200). 



Bankruptcy asd 
Insolvency. 



The proceedings in Bankruptcy and in 
maries : — 



Insolvency are shown by the following sum- Bankruptcy 

(Table 1, p. 200). 



Petitions for adjudication of Bankruptcy 
By creditors, .... 

By traders against themselves, . 

Number of such petitions dismissed, . 

Trader-Debtor Summonses, 

Other Summonses, .... 

Sittings before tho Court, . 

-ttings before tho Chief Registrar, 

11s of costs taxed by tho Chief Re 

ol of the Court upon which 
t, whether trading singly 



Proceedings in Insolvency. 




1864. 




”S2T 


Petitions of Insolvency filed by prisoners in gaols in the city and county 


159 


155 


4 




by prisoners in county gaols, and heard before chairmen of 
counties, 


419 


495 


- 


76 


Total of petitions of Insolvency lodged, 


678 


650 


- 


73 


Petitions in which prisoners were admitted to bail before hearing, . 
„ in which official assignees were appointed to act, 


372 

84 


344 

108 


28 


24 


„ in which creditors’ assignees were chosen, . • 

Sittings before the Court in Dublin for all purposes m Insolvency, 

„ before the Chief Clerk, ■ •••*"' 

Bills of costs taxed by the Chief Clerk, . . • • 

Number of solicitors who entered their licences to practise in the Court, 


1,194 

758 

120 

748 


1,405 

048 

130 

746 


110 

2 


211 

10 



Insolvency 
(Table 3, p. 200). 
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Bankruptcy and This summary shows a remarkable falling off in the number of petitions for adjudica- 
Insolybncy. £j on j n Bankruptcy, from 180 in 1864, to 104 in 1865. There were 221 persons declared 
bankrupt in 1864, the number in 1865 being only 149, showing a progressive dimi- 
nution in the pressure of debt corresponding with the indications already noticed in the 
proceedings in the Superior Court of Co mm on Law and Courts of Chairmen of Counties 
and the Courts of Conscience. 



Taxation of costs 
in bankruptcy and 
in insolvency 
(Tables 1 is 2, p. 
200 ). 



The Taxation of Costs in Bankruptcy and in Insolvency was as follows : — 



Bankruptcy, 

Insolvency, 



£ s. d. 
15,434 19 8 
2,063 0 8 



£ 8, d. £ s. d. 

2,635 15 4 12,799 4 4 

463 4 8 2,199 16 0 



The Accountant-General of the Court of Chanceiy in Ireland was appointed Accoun- 
tant-General in Bankruptcy and in Insolvency under the Irish Bankrupt and Insolvent 
Act, 1S57, Stat. 20 & 21 Vic. c. 60, s. 407. But it appears that in neither 1863, 1S64, or 
1 865 was any account open, nor were any of the funds of the suitors of the court standing 
to his credit. 



There was standing to the credit of the Chief Clerk in Insolvency the following sums, 
as appears from his return : — 



To credit of unclaimed dividend account in bankruptcy, 
To credit of matters of insolvency, .... 



£ s. d. 
13,847 15 0 
996 13 10 



Total 31st December, I860, . 
Total 31st December, 1864, . 



1,581 12 104 14,844 8 10 

2,383 7 11| 12,933 4 3 



Decrease. Increase. 

SOI 15 1 1,911 4 7 



A table has been compiled from the unpublished returns of the Official Assignees to 
Parliament under the Irish Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act, 1857, showing the state of 
the bankruptcies and insolvencies in the charge of each of the Official Assignees in 1865. 

As similar returns were not included in the statistics for 1864, there are no materials 
for comparing 1865 with 1S64 as to this branch of the statistics. 



Sutkcmc Courts 

House of Lords 
(Table 1, p. 202). 



Eetums have been received from the different Supreme Courts of Appeal. 

There was one appeal from the Exchequer Chamber in Ireland presented to the House 
of Lords in 1865, none having been presented in either 1863 or 1864, and it was returned 
as effective for hearing at the end of the year. 

Prom the Court of Chancery in Ireland only 1 appeal was presented in 1865, and 4 in 
1861. Four judgments were delivered, 1 on a case heard in a previous ssssion and 3 on 
oases heard drmng the seraion ; 1 decree was affirmed, 1 reversed in part, and 2 reversed 
with directions. 



Privy Council, 
Ireland 

(Table 2, p. 202). 



The Privy Council m Ireland has original jurisdiction in some eases under the Church 
Temporalities Act, and also to hear applications for the prohibition of burials in grounds 
where their continuance is alleged to be injurious. It has appellate jurisdiction in cases 
of tithe composition, and of improvement or dilapidation of ecclesiastical residences. 
The return shows no appeal before the Privy Council in 1864 or in 1865. 
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The proceedings of the Chancery Appeal Court in 1865 and 1864 are shown in the 
following table : — 




Chancery Appeal 
(Table 3, p. 202). 



In the Court of Error Exchequer Chamber the number of errors and notices of appeal Exchequer 
lodged was 6, viz. : — 1 from the Queen’s Bench, 2 from the Common Pleas, and 3 from ^aWe*!, p. 202). 
the Exchequer. There were 8 remanets at the end of 1864, which were reduced to 4 
remanets in 1865. There were 10 cases disposed of, of these, in 5 cases the decision of 
the Court below was affirmed, in 4 it was reversed, and 1 case was struck out. 



The proceedings in the Exchequer Chamber upon registry appeals under the Irish Registry Appeals 
Parliamentary Voters’ Act, 13 & 14 Vic., c. 69, were as follows: — 



In the High Court of Delegates appeals from the Ecclesiastical Courts and from the HijdyOonrt of 
High Court of Admiralty are heard. (Table 6, p. 203). 

The 4 appeals entered were all from the High Court of Admiralty, and of these 2 were 
affirmed, 1 was varied, and 1 remained for hearing. 



The following is a summary of some of the principal results of the Irish Judicial 

Statistics for 1865 : — ■ , ,, „ , c 

1. There was a large increase in the business of the Crown side of the Court ot 

Vi’S! introduced in 1843, and the prentice of the Crotvn aide of the Court 
of Queen’a Bench in England, haa not jet Been extended to Ireland j and the Court feea 
are higher in Ireland than the corresponding fees in England. 

3 The reduction in the claim, for malicious injuries m the County and City of Dublin, 
from 11 to 8 is a matter of satisfaction ; tot this is more than counterbalanced in the 
increase in the claims for nmdicious injuries in the rest of Irohmd, from 848 m 1864, to 

39S 4 ’ I. tto Consolidated Writ and Sed Offle. for the three Superior Court, of Common 
Lat tLeZnta of tots toned TO 15,718 in 1865, being 1,117 leas tto m 1864 and 
S, number of tots of execution was 4,588 in 1865, being 737 leas thanm 1864. These 
figures indicate a great reduction in the pressure for debt. 

5. The entire mount recoTered on Judgment, of drfferent clase. m 1865 to 

£8 e. S Tbev> TO a considerable increase in the amount of business before the full Court 
in each of the Superior Courts of Common Law. y 
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Conclusion. 



j. The hill, of sale ragiatered we 847, h.leg 10 less fl..» i» J8S1, »ad the 
acknowledgments hy married women filed were 158, bemg 68 less than m 1864 

8. Them ■ a remarkable increase in -the Amber of legcoj, and eneoeasion duty ease., 

from 7 in 1864 to 53 in 1865. . , , . - 

!). In the Judgments Office there were 4,324 judgments re-registered, bemg 3,704 
more than the number in 1864, this increase arising from 1865 being one of the 
quinquennial period, for the registration of judgment, in erdstenee before 1850 the 
number re-registered indicating the extent to winch judgments are still aseeunty for 

of Grand Jury Css, imposed in 1S65 hy the presentments hated 
h 5 . the Judges on cb'cuit and by the Court of Queen’s Bench in Dublin amounted to 
£1,010, 527, ' "being £46,115 less than the amount of Grand Jury Cess imposed in. 1864. 

11. In 31 Courts of Chairmen of Counties, including those for the two ridings of 
Cork and in the Courts of the three Recorders of Cork, Londonderry, and Galway, the 
number of decrees in 1865 was 34,280, being 18,244 less than the number .in 1864, and 
46,035 less than the number in 1863, indicating a still more remarkable diminution in 
the pressure for debt amongst the poorer classes than is indicated by the diminution 
already noticed in the number of writs and executions for larger sums in the Superior 



Courts of Common Law. 

.12. The ^proceedings before -the local Courts of Conscience show a large decrease in 
tlie business in 1865 as compared with 1864. 

13. In 1865 there was a remarkable falling off in the number of petitions for 
adjudication in bankruptcy, the numbers being 211 in 1863, ISO in 1864, and only 
104 in 1865. These figures indicate a remarkable diminution in the pressure for 
debts in 1865. 

14. In the Court of Chancery the proceedings before tlie Lord Chancellor and Master 
of the Rolls in cause petitions, and before the Masters in Chancery, was 2,179, being 
an increase of 8S, or about 4 per cent, on the proceedings in 1864. 

15. The number of minors under the protection of the Court increased from 728 in 
1364, to 819 in 1865. 

16. In the Crown and Hanaper Office there was a remarkable increase of business 
from 912 in 1864, to 1,938 in 1865. 

17. The number of accounts of receivers other than in minor and lunacy matters was 
439, being an increase of .12 on the .number in 1864, and indicating that there is a large 
quantity of landed property under the management of the Court of Chancery, the 
receipts on the accounts filed amounting to £846,196 in tire year. 

18. There was only one company being wound up in Chancery under the Winding-up 
Act, the Tipperary Bank, and in this case .there is £l7,706 available for distribution. 

19. The number of lunatics under the care of the Court of Chancery was 137, being 
an increase of 7 on the preceding year, 1864 ; ;and the incomes of 64 of these lunatics, 
on the 66 accounts passed.before the Masters, amounted to £56,2G2 in the year. 

..20. The .extended jurisdiction for the care of the property of lunatics, established in 
England by the Lunacy Regulation Acts of 1853 and 1862,. has .not yet been extended 
to Ireland. 

.21. In the -Landed .Estates Court the number of sales was 341, and the purchasownoney 
amounted to £1,051,992, showing .a slight decrease on the .amount realised in the 
preceding year. 

22. The extent of business in the Landed Estates Court, as compared with other 
Courts, is showu by some new returns obtained for 1865. .Prom one of these it appears 
that the amount of costs certified was £42,407, while the costs taxed in Chancery in the 
same year was £97,893. 

23. Under the Temrra and Improyement of Lend ■ (Ireland) Act, Jfl 60, dhere wem 
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2 building leases sanctioned by the Landed Estates Court in 1865, 4 in 1864, and 1 in Coxclumos. . 
1863, or an average of about 2 in each year. There 'was one statement as to limited 
owners’ improvements in 1865, but no order charging for such improvements. 

24. In the Courts of the Chairmen of Counties and Recorders the proceedings under 
the Tenure and Improvement of Land (Ireland) Act, 1860, for seeming tenants’ improve- 
ments so far as returned in (31 Courts) in 1865 were nil. 

25. In the Court of Probate the total number of probates and administrations granted 
in all the Registries was 3,102, exactly the same number as in 1864. 

26. In the Ecclesiastical Courts there has been little change in the number of causes 
other than matrimonial since the union of the Diocesan Courts in the year 1865, there 
being only 30 causes in the half year 1865-6 as compared with 52 in 1864, giving an 
average for the 11 united Diocesan Courts which made returns of about 5 causes for 
each Court in the year. 

27. The changes in practice and procedure in the Ecclesiastical Courts do not appear 
to have had in the first six months and a quarter any material effect on the divorce and 
matrimonial causes, the petitions for divorce in 11 Courts being 3 in the six months 
when the legal business is usually more active, and 1 petition for alimony. 

28. With respect to the Supreme Courts of Appeal, there was only one appeal 
presented to the House of Lords from the Exchequer Chamber in Ireland, and one 
from the Court of Chancery ; there were 52 appeals to the Chancery Appeal Court, 
being an increase of 23 on the number in 1864 ; in the Court of Exchequer 
Chamber there was only 1 memorandum of error, and 5 notices of appeal, and 1 registry 
appeal, the number of registry appeals in 1864 having been 21 ; and in the High 
Court of Delegates there were 4 appeals lodged from the High Court of Admiralty. 

W. NEILSON HANCOCK. 



Y 
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RETURNS, TABLES, AND FORMS 



RELATING TO 

The Superior Courts of Common Law (including the Civil and Fiscal Jurisdiction of 
Judges on Circuit), the Courts of the Chairmen of Counties and Recorders, and 
Local Courts for the Recovery of Small Debts. 

The Hi"h Court of Chancery, and Landed Estates Court, the Court of Probate, and 
Ecclesiastical Courts, the High Court of Admiralty, the Court of Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency. 

The Supreme Courts of Appeal, vii.-the House of Lords, the Privy Council, Ireland, 
the Court of Appeal in Chancery, the Exchequer Chamber, and the High Court of 
Delegates. 
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COURT OF QUEEN'S BENCH.— 6. BETURN of PROCEEDINGS before a SINGLE JUDGE 
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i COURT in the Tear 186S, 
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RETURN of PROCEEDINGS . 
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PROCEEDINGS COMMON to the THREE SUPERIOR COURTS of C03IM0N LAW. 

I. CONSOLIDATED NISI ERICS COURT.— I. RETURN of PROCEEDINGS in the CONSOLIDATED NISI PRIUS COURT and before JUDGES at AFTER-SITTINGS in 
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CAUSES TRIED or otherwise disposed of on CIRCUIT, and the Ma 
node by Nine of the Twelve Judges’ Registrars. 
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HIGH COURT OF CHANCERY — 1. RETURN of PROCEEDINGS in the OFFICE of the REGISTRARS for the Ye 
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5. COURT OF EXCHEQUER CHAMBER.— II. RETURN of PROCEEDINGS in COURT of REGISTRY APPEALS under Irish Parliamentary Voters Act (IS & 14 ■ 

Vic., c. 69), in the Year 1865, made by the Clerk of the Errors. 
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Number dtsude scd for want of Prosecution 

'—=1. :::::::: 


i 
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Total Amount of Foes, 

(English Currency.) 
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